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Committee on Aobiculture, 

House of Representatives, • 

Friday, June 10, 192U 

The committee met at 10 o'clock «,. m., Hon. Gilbert N. Haugea 
(chairman) presiding. 

There were present: Mr. Haugen, Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan, Mr. 
Pumell, Mr. McLaughlin of Nebraska, Mr. Tincher, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. 
Thompson, Mr. Gernerd, Mr. Clague, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Jacoway, Mr. 
Aswell, Mr. Kincheloe, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Ten Eyck. 

The Chairman. The conomiittee has met this morning to give con- 
sideration to H. R. 5901. We will be pleased to hear from you, 
Mr. Bush-Brown. 

STATEMElSf OF Ml. HEURY K. BtTSH-BEOWIT, SCITLPTOR, 

WASHIKGTOK, D. C. 

The Chairman. Kindly give your full name, address, and occupa- 
tion. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. My name is Henry K. Bush-Brown. I am a 
dcidptor by profession, resident in the city of Washington. 

I oecame mterested in this jnatter by having been associated indi- 
rectly with the work in St. Elizabeths and having taught naodelinff 
there voluntarily and having come in contact witn the soldiers ana 
seeing their needs, and I was invited by Mrs. Boggs, who is here 
present, to go down, and see Mount Weather, something like over a 
year ago, and I became very much interested in the possibility of 
naving an industrial school and training station there. We had 
arrangements made last year with the Weather Bureau to use the 
property in that way under a lease which they were willing to grant 
to us, but the lawyers said it was unconstitutional and that it could 
not be done without an act of Congress, and that threw the whole 
thing up in the air and the difficulties surrounding the whole situation 
last year prevented our pursuing the thing any further until the new 
adnunistration came in. ^ 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. You speak of an industrial school. 
Under what auspices and for what particular purpose; that is, to 
serve what particidar class of men or women ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. For the purpose of rehabilitating the wounded 
soldiers after they are able to leave the hospital and before they are 
able to go out and wrestle with the world for their living in compe- 
tition with well men. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Under what auspices ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Under the auspices of an organization that we 
have created, the Soldiers' Institute. 

Mr. Jones. How is this institute supported ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Here [indicating] are some of our letterheads 
showing the board of trustees, etc. 
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Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Why not under the auspices of the 
veterans' bureau that we are promoting now by act of Congress for 
the care of the soldiers and for looking after their matters in all 
respects. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. That will come out, sir, in this argument which 
I am prepared to read as soon as we get at the issue. 

Mf. McLaughlin of Michigan. In your own time, if you will direct 
your attention to that question, I should Uke to hear you. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. I have here the articles of incorpo- 
ration and our by-laws, which I would Uke to file later. [Reading:] 

Prospectus for Soldiers' Institute. 

preamble. 

When Gen. Grant was asked for his plans to resume specie payments he replied he 
had no "plans". The way to resume payments is to resume. 

The injured soldiers are applying for hospital care and education faster than can be 
provided for them, and it is reported that 300,000, who do not need hospital care, are 
out of work. Therefore to supplement what the Government is doing the Soldiers' 
Institute has been organized for reconstruction, in which the students will be largely 
self supporting by tilling the soil and other manual work, for we hold it is fundamental 
that every one should know how to support himseM by agriculture. This gives 
strength to the individual and the Nation. Therefore, it is proposed to have ample 
acreage and make the work highly educational. 

The institute will provide for that interval between the hospital and full ability to 
wrestle with the world, and also provides for these on the verge of needing hospital 
care and who could be better restored in the Soldiers' Institute. 

To meet these needs there will be a balance of occupation, let us say, four or five 
hours per day for physical work for the maintai^ance oi the body, and the balance of 
working time for the product of the mind. A balanced occupation is as necessary for 
the satisfaction of the soul as a balanced ration is for the nourishment of the body. 

This means the full circuit of vocations, including the art-crafts and fine arts. 
Therefore we will have all the arts from the tilling of the soil to the presentation of 
symphonies, and the sciences from the analysis of the soil to the measure of electric 
currents. 

Our agricultural land will be in some instances adjacent to the city so as to make 
available the many advantages in education which the city offers, and thereby save 
duplication. This also will introduce a new art, that of city planning, for with such 
a plant its orderly development should be along the lines of suburban growth and 
thus ultimately because part of the city as may be needed in the extension of ita 
streets and parks. This is very important as herein will come increased valuations 
and a result of the work applied to the land, and finally accrue to the perpetuation 
of the institute. 

There will be many complete units, for instance, one might be the development of 
water power, another the development of a marble quarry, the quality of which would 
be suitable for building purposes and instruct such of the students who have an adapt- 
ability for working marble to be skilled artisans in this trade. Heretofore these 
artieans have all come from Europe, and we need to give our own men this opportunity. 
Then we will have our own soldiers Quarrying the stone and cutting it into colunmB, 
architraves, and statues for the buildings and monuments that will be erected in 
Washington to the memory of their comrades who fell at the front. This will not only 
give occupation of a reconstructive character, but also give a spiritual vision of what 
it is to be an American, and what it is to live in the best country under the sun, and 
be a part of the best Government that has as yet been devised. 

The salvation of man is work; the satisfaction of work in production; the flower of 
production is art; art is the handmaid of religion; and if we are to succeed as a nation 
we must make a religion of our liberties. These are the ideals for the Soldiers' Insti- 
tute and the reason for the appeal for its support. It is doing a work that the people 
can do better for themselves than any government can do for them. 

It is the very spirit of self-reliance without which the courage of the people dies. 
The way to resume prosperity is to resume — first, by gi\ang work to the idle soldien 
in pubhc improvements that are contemplated in every town and city and which 
have been waiting for these times of peace. As soon as general prosperity has returned 
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the men will automatically leave the educational environments of the institute, which 
will have added to their powers of production, to apply these powers for their own 
advancement and the benefit of all. 

ARGUMENT. 

When one hears of the laxge appropriations for hospital care and rehabilitation of 
the soldiers one naturally asks why we need the Soldiers Institute for the same purpose, 
therefore let us re%dew what the Government is doing. 

I. In the first place the appropriations can be applied only te the injured or disabled 
soldiers, and yet some of these who escaped harm do not want to retiu*!! to the place 
they had before the war, for the service had given them a new and broader \'ision of 
life, but it does not always bring the opportimities which their ambition longs for. 
Therefore we hold that those who are not among the injured and are willing to work 
for their own advancement should be given an opportunity to do so in the Soldiers' 
Institute, so far as the money at its command will justify after the wounded soldiers 
have been pro dded for. 

I would like to pause a moment to put into the record a letter 
from Sir Philip Gibbs, written from England and published in the 
Sunday edition of the Washington Herald of May 8, 1921, in which 
he lays great stress on the fact that the EngUsh soldiers do not want 
to return to the work that they had before the war. It probably 
gives one of the best definitions of their critical situation over there 
and the fundamental, underlying reasons for much of their discon- 
tent and their present strikes which are putting the English Empire 
in peril at the present moment. I mention that because the dissati- 
faction of our own soldiers is not any different from the dissatis- 
faction of the soldiers of other countries along these same lines. 
[Reading:] 

The high percentage of illiteracy and the lack of manual efficiency compelled the 
Government to create and assist many forms of education as a war measure, and the 
education provided in the Army and Navy has been an esssntial feature in national 
advancement. 

It can not be too highW commended and supported. Some of the results of Army 
training and that of the Federal Board of Eduration are shown in the following tables 
of comparison of the wages earned before and since the war, both for wounded and the 
unwounded. (See Appendix II.) 

We hold it is unanswerable that the good work established by the Government 
should be continued for a time after the discharge from the service for the men who 
want to work for their own better efficiency. 

This the Government is not doing, and this the Soldiers' Insftute proposes to do. 

II. Life in the Army by its very nature substitutes obedience for self-reliance, and 
when added to this comes life in the hospital where everything is properly done for 
the patient, it is a hard period of adjustment to restore self-reliance. Therefore the 
Soldiers' Institute is a necessity to take rare of that interval between the hospital 
discharge and the full ability to battle with the world. 

This can be better done by an organization with this as one of the objects than by 
any institution managed by th3 Government for reasons that are inhsrent to th3 morals 
of the life itself, as will be apparent to every one who knows th3 conditions. 

The soldier who has been wounded is looking to the Government 
to do everything for him and in this institution where the spirit of 
the life is work and service, he will be stimulated as he can not be 
stimulated imder any Government-managed institution, because the 
very fact that he looks to the Government for all of the things that 
the Government ought to do for him relieves him of much of that 
stimulus and self-reliance that we are endeavoring to engender, 
whereas in this institution he will be thrown on his own responsi- 
bility and he will have to do his fair share of work for his physicfil 
maintenance up to the ability of his strength so as not to overwork 
him, and if he is not willing to do that, he is too ill to be in this place 



8 soldiers' institute — OCCUPATION OF MOUl!fT WfiATHB«* 

ajid should go back into the hospital or he is too inefficient to spend 
time with, and then he can be thrown out into the world; in other 
words, this will give him his opportunity to try himself out and 
make good and find out whether he is morally inefficient or whether 
he has the stamina to be rehabilitated into a full effective man. 
[Reading:] 

The api)alling lack of physical development disclosed by the men drawn for service 
was a national disgrace and will be one of the elements carefully considered in the 
life of the institute. 

III. Since en\Tronment plays an important part in recovery from illness we propose 
to locate in a beautiful and inspiring country near Washington, which will keep the 
institute in accord with the many Government activities dealing with the injured 
soldiers so as to cooperate with them in every way and obviate duplication of effort, 
to the end that each will supplement the other. 

We are negotiating for an abandoned marble quarry which has never been a com- 
mercial asset to its owners, but which has great educational value to the Soldiers' 
Institute. It has white, pink, and green marbles. It woidd fumidi the means of 
establishing many little industries and trades that would produce things of a market 
value, and we could fumi.sh stone for building purposes of a memorial character. 

I think I may pause there a moment to say that the plans for a 
memorial peace bell tower in Washington are well under wav imder 
the auspices of the Arts Club, which I helped to found, ana in the 
course of this month the general Federation of Women^s Clubs are 
going to indorse that at their meeting in Salt Lake City. They have 
a membership of two million and a half and they are going to cooperate 
with the Arts Club and form an organization to put up that bell tower 
in Washington, and it will add to their ability to raise that fund if it 
is known that the Soldiers' Institute have a marble quarry, is going 
to quarrv the stone and cut it, and that the building will be lai^ely 

Eut up by the work of the rehabilitated soldiers who are now in 
ospitals and needing occupation. 

I have been testing some of that marble in my own studio in order 
to know its quality and it is very fine building stone and when the 
quarry is really developed it is very likely that we will find statuary 
marble in there. My piece was a rough piece that I picked up on the 
surface and it was not a real test of the quajity of the marble. It is 
within 10 miles of Mount Weather and can be made easily supple- 
mentary to the work that would be done at Mount Weather, and 
would add to the interest of the life there. [Reading:] 

To put up a memorial bujlding entirely by contract to the lowest bidder deprives 
it of much of its spiritual significance, but to have it put up by the soldiers working 
out their own better proficiency in memory of all who serv^ed them at the front brings 
us to a kind of service which made Athens the center of Greek culture and inspired 
the people of the Middle Ages to erect their beautiful cathedrals. 

IV. Our institute shall have a school of architecture, and one of its first problems 
will be to design a temple to liberty. 

A location was chosen for such a temple when we were in the midst of the war in 
a little valley on the shoulder of Pikes Peak, Colo. It is a gem of a place, with a 
little spring of water. It probably is the highest spring water that flows down the 
Mississippi River, the ''Father of Waters," and there 13,000 feet above the sea it is 
proposed to erect a shrine to liberty, designed and erected by the soldiers who served 
their country in this war as a heritage for the future, where for all time pilgrims mav 
come and kneel down and drink the pure water of the fountain on the border of which 
will be inscribed, "He who drinks here dedicates himself to the t^use of libca*ty and 
the brotherhood of man." This is what we mean by making a religion of our liber tiea. 
It means that government is not a mechanical thing, it has always failed as a military 
institution, it is not solely legal, but is a spiritual thing and depends on the consent 
of the governed, and, may we add, the intelligeni cooperation of the governed. This 
is our kind of government, and it will be better understood by this kind of \isuai 
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expression of its meaning in a tem^e to liberty. If our institute attains this, it will 
have fully justified its existence. 

V. We will soon mark the one hundred and fiftieth year of the Nation's existence; 
ire are the oldest unchanged Oovemment, and the spiritual leaders of the world. 
Our strength has been personal freedom and initiative. They make for success only 
in the hands of the wise; in the hands of the ignorant they lead to sedition; in the 
hands of the vicious they lead to anarchy. Therefore, the success of the future 
depends on the wisdom oi every individual, consequently each individual's educa- 
tion is the concern of all, for the truth shall keep us free. 

VI. During the 150 years our Nation has paid great attention to law and order as 
a saf^uard to life and liberty, but we have not paid sufllcient attention to the pur- 
suit of happiness. It can be pursued to best advantage by cooperative action with 
due regard to everjr other person's right to the same piuwiit, and as we propose to 
have a study of design in mosaic, we might in this way learn the value of each little 
stone in the picture and thus learn the relative value of each individual in the picture 
of our civilization. 

Let us imagine 100,000,000 people really comprehending how important each is 
in the whole mosaic of life. Suppose we could round them all up in a huge picture 
extending from San Francisco to Maine, all dressed in yellow, brown, green, blue, 
and white, the purpose being to spell the word "happiness" on the whole country 
in letters 40 miles high , so the people of Mars could see us . The trouble is that, although 
we are all dressed in the proper colors of yellow, brown, green, and blue for the back- 
ground and white for the letters, too many of us think he or she should be dressed 
in white, and we need only the great political artist to call us to our proper places. 
When the master mind comprehends and the people all understand, then we will 
spell the word, and then it will be each for all ana all for each in this great mosaic 
of happiness. 

A nation of happy people can safely defend themselves from without, and they 
are armor proof against boring from within with the augur of sedition, destructive dis- 
content, and class antagonisms. 

Discontent is the mainspring of life; all that we are we owe to it. For the want of a 
better term we may divide it into two parts, one benign and the other malignant. In 
the benign form it is the generator of progress, construction, and evolution; in the 
malignant form it begets riot, destruction, and revolution 

That all may have an equal chance in the pursuit of happiness and in finding his 
plare in the great mosaic, there will be no examinations to exclude the service men 
from their institutes. There will be but two questions to ask, "What can you do to 
maintain yourself while here, and what do you wish to study in order to better your 
condition?" 

Confident that the application of these principles will bring us to a better national 
life, we appeal for the necessary financial support. 

Now, I suppose you are all aware that last year they appointed the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the 
NaAy, and the Secretary of Ao^riculture as a commission to report on 
this very property at Mount Weather, to see if it could be usea under 
any Government functions for the rehabilitation of the soldiers as a 
Government function, and their report has been published here in 
this, report of December 20. 

Mr. Jones. Do they recommend that it be turned over to this 
institute ? 

Mr. Bush-Browx. No, sir; this institute did not exist at that time* 

Mr. Jones. WTien was this institute organized ? 

Mr. Bush-Browx. It was organized on April 21,1 think. 

Mr. Jones. How is it supported — by contributions ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jones. WTiat funds has it available for its own use ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. It has not asked for any contributions at pres* 
ent. W^e were fii*st desiring to obtain recognition from the Govern- 
ment and a plan of cooperation, so that we might have the right to 
ask for contributions. This can be successful only by the coopera- 
tion of the Government officials who are dealing with these pi-oblems, 
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and therefore we have had this bill introduced as a means of attaining 
that, sir. 

Mr. Jones. What assurance would the Government have that its 
properties would be taken care of? I notice that you provide for 
motor trucks and a lot of other things that are to be turned over imder 
the provisions of this bill. What assurance would the Government 
have of the protection of that property if this is an institution that 
l^ad no funds. 

Mr. BusH-Brown. We shall have funds, sir. 

Mr. Jones. You hope to have funds, but you have not arranged 
for that. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. There is no question about our getting f\md& 
for such a purpose as this. There is no question about that because 
the people are going to see to it, some of them, that their soldiers are 
properly provided for. 

Mr. Jones. I understand that, and a great many appropriations 
have been made by Congress and additional ones will be made. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jones. Of course, I am asking these questions simply for 
information. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir; I am glad to have you ask them. 

Mr. TiNCHER. Are you incorporated ? 

Mr. Bush -Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tincher. Under the laws of what State ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. The District of Columbia, sir. 

Mr. Tincher. Have you a charter ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. The incorporation papers we have just put on 
file here, sir. 

Mr. Tincher. It is a private corporation ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. It is a private corporation in the sense that a 
hospital is a private corporation. It is not for the purpose of gain. 
There is no profit to come from it, sir. 

Mr. Tincher. I did not mean to say that there was, but it is a pri- 
vate corporation and the names of the oflScers are on this letterhead 
that you have presented here. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tincher. Have jou a copy of your constitution ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Ilcs; we have copies here. They were handed 
to the committee before you came in, sir. 

Mr. Tincher. I wonder if there are a good many organizations of 
this kind and character in the United States. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I think not, sir. This is the only one that is. 
organized on this basis, and we are obtaining the cooperation of the 
various patriotic societies and the various military organizations by 
having fliem members of our board of advice, i ou see there are a 
few printed on that page, but many others have been obtained since 
that was printed, so that this will be a centralization of all the desire 
and eflFort on the part of the people through their organizations to- 
help along the Government in the rehabilitation of the soldiers. 

Mr. Tincher. Was the constitution read ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. No: it was not read. I would be glad to read it. 

Mr. Tincher. I shoula like to see it. 

Mr. Jones. Is it planned to organize branch institutes in various^ 
parts of the country or just have tne one ? 
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Mr. Bush-Brown. We propose to have this for the District of 
Columbia and if it can be well and successfully done others will be 
formulated in several parts of the country as may be needed under 
cooperation with the original organization. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. Does this tate care of any ex-service man who 
wants to apply for entrance— can he be admitted? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. If we have the funds to take care of him. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. In other words, you do not discriminate in any 
way between the man who has been wounded and one who has not 

Mr. Bush-Brown. The wounded men have the preference. My^ 
experience in school-garden work is that the best results were obtained 
by working the children in pairs, each had their plot and a certain 
allotment of work to do, and I think it would be the plan of the 
Soldiers' Institute to have a well man work with an ill man who is 
being rehabilitated, working in pairs. The well man would carry 
the heavy load and he would be the constant companion of the 
fellow who was in process of being brought back to normal condition^ 
physically or mentally. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. Would you accept a man who could not work at all ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. No, sir. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. That is, a man who is disabled ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. No, sir; that is a hospital case. Our purpose 
is to take them when they are able to be discharged from the hospital 
but not able yet to go out and do a full day^s work. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. If they are not able to work at all and are discharged 
from the hospital, would you take them? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. I take it that through our varied 
industries he can find something to do. The man might not be able 
to do heavy manual labor, but he could raise guinea pigs or chickens 
or follow designs of some artistic nature; he might oe able to play 
the violin or the flute or something that would contribute to the 
welfare of the group. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. In my work in behalf of the soldier at different 
times, in legislation and otherwise. I have found a lot of men who 
have been discharged from the hospital who were not able to do any 
work at all, not even bookkeeping or desk work. Would you accept 
that class of man ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I think very likely we might. As it is a de- 
lightful place to live, it might be that we could tase a certain number 
of those men who merely needed a quiet home, but it was not our 
purpose to make it an oln soldiers' home. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. He would not be given any preference over the 
others ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. That would depend upon each case. I do not 
think that we could make a general rule of that kind, but the general 
purpose is to have a home that will give happiness to the soldiers while 
they are in the process of rehabilitation. If in doing that there is a 
certain class coming in who merely by tlieir presence might be the 
best men to have in a home, I think that it would be advisable to 
accept them, do you not ? 

Mr. Ten Eyck. I should think f?o. In other words, being interested 
in the soldiers, I should like to see anything done that would be of 
benefit to them. 
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Mr. Bcjsit-Brown. In other words, we profwse to establish such a 
delightful home that the\ will watit to stay there in preference t/o 
going back to any hosptt^a,! that the Grovernment is running. We are 
going to develop a fine home, we are going to have our own entertain- 
ment, we are going to have all the beauties of life developed in that 
beautiful country. Have you been to Mount Weather? 

Mr. Tex E>ck. No: I have not been there. 

Mr. Bu8«-Brown. I think it would bc» cj^uite proper for this com- 
mittee either as a whole or «,s a subcommittee to go down and see 
that property. 

Mr. Ct.acuf. Wiere is it located ? 

Mr. Bush- Brown. At Bluemont, at the end of the Washington & 
Old Dominion Railroad, about 5i> mil^s from Washington, on the 
top of the Blue Ridge Moimtain.^^, and looking west there is the, 
Shenandoah Valley and looking' east there is the Piedmont Valley. 
It is one of the most beautiful and inspiring places. 

Mr. Jones. Is it the purpose of yom* institute to use this particular 
propertv only? 

Mr. l5usH -Brown. No; it is our purpose, as set forth in this sup- 
plemental paper, that we should buy adjacent property. T think, 
perhaps, it would be well for me to read this additional sheet, Mr. 
Oiairman, with your permission. 

The Chairman. Certainly. 

Mr. Bush-Brown (reading): 

PLANS FOR ACQUIRING LAND FOR THE SOLDIERS* INSTITUTE. 

It is estimated by a competent physician that the buildings at Mount Weather 
-could accommodate 200 patients if advantage is taken of all the buildings. 

It is the purpose of tne directors of the Soldiers' Institute to make such repairs 
and alterations as may be immediately necessary and to supplement by the use of 
tents during the summer and thus increase the immediate availability. 

It is also the plan to buy adjacent property on which to erect our own buildings 
and to buy six or seven hundred acres of farm land at the base of the mountain on 
which to establish our agricultural base. 

The marble quarry referred to in the prospectus is only 10 miles away for which 
we have begun negotiations and there is every prospect of concluding the purchase 
as soon as title can be perfected .• 

These three properties aggregate 1,000 acres exclusive of the 87 acres of the Weather 
Bureau land at Mount Weather, and will be quite sufficient with which to carry out 
our proposed work. 

How many men can have educative employment on the farm and in all the indus- 
tries pertaining to it and the development of the marble industry is only a matter of 
conjecture and should be built up only in proportion to the demand for the product. 
With good business management it should be a constantly increasing business of a 
permanent character, 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. What funds has the institute now ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. We have none. We have never asked for any. 
We wanted to have this meeting here and to establish a spirit of 
cooperation with what the Government is doing and to have the use 
of tnis Weather Bureau property as the' home. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Your institute intends to have some 
funds ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. We intend to have funds of our own. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. You intend to acquire some place, 
whether you get this place or not? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. How dk> you expect to acquire it ? 

Mr. BusH-BitowN. We expect to acquire it by thte donations of 
people who want this plan carried out. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. What is your plan of raising money ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Through the various patriotic organizations and 
individual donations to memorials, funds that would be donated in 
memory of those who have fallen at the front. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Have you laid out your plana for 
getting the money ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir, we have laid out our plans; but we 
have not put them into effect. We wanted, first, to establish our 
relations with the Government and what they are doing, so that we 
might have a status that would be reco^ized by those who are doing 
this work and not be subjected to the inquiry as to why we were in 
existence at all. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. You speak of cooperation with the 
Government. What kind oi cooperation do you expect or would 
you like ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. We should like to have the cooperation of the 
hospital people and the Federal Vocational Board. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. In what way ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. In sending to our institution those individuals 
who have proven their proficiency along the line of work that we are 
doing. For instance, there are in New York and Chicago art schools 
under the direction of the Federal Vocational Board. This is to be 
a school in which the fine arts will largely predominate, and it would 
be quite natural that those yoimg men who want to follow the fine 
arts would want to find a place in which we make the fine arts an 
essential feature. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Will you expect contributions of 
money by Congress ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. We may or may not, sir. I do not know 
whether we should appeal to Congress for this institute. Congress 
is doing for the other institutions, and it might be willing to do for this. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Have you made any kind of a 
canvass to determine how much money you would be able to raise 
in the way you first indicated, by an appeal to the patriotic organi- 
zations ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. We have not made a canvass of it, but we have 
some idea that we can raise $500,OOQ in that way when we are ready 
for it. 

Mr. Jones. Is it planned to make a nation-wide canvass i 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I think so. 

Mr. Jones. What arrangement have you made with reference to 
getting soldiers from other parts of the country ? Will you just take 
the soldiers that come to your institution and present themselves 
or win the institute be open to soldiers from other parts of the country 1 

Mr. Bush-Brown. They will come from the Vocational Board for 
Education and the hospitals. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. I have gathered from what you said 
that you expected they would be assigned to jrour school ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. 1 did not mean assigned in a compulsory sense, 
of course. 
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Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. No; perhaps not, but you would 
look to the vocational board lor your supply of students, or whatever 
you m^ht call them? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. The vocational board and from the hospitals; 
yes, sir. I can assure you of the need of it. 

Mr. McLaughlin oi Michigan. Has it occurred to you that it 
would be advisable to go on with your work of raising money so 
that the Government might have some assurance that you would be 
able to contribute some moneyj-tind if there is a responsibility resting 
on the Government now or later to contribute money we might have 
some idea of the measure of that responsibility ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. We might proceed in that way, but 
we chose the other way, perhaps unwisely; I do not know, it is a 
matter of good judgment or ill judgment. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. It might appear to some after 
this institute was started and a large number oi young men had been 
taken in for education and training that the responsibility would be 
on the Government to maintain the institute, regardless of the cost 
to the Government ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. The Government is maintaining a good bit of 
educational functions already, regardless of cost, is it not ? 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. Yes. The Government has appro- 
pric.ted a good many million dollars. There is a good deal of com- 
plaint that the Government has not been doing for its deserving 
soldiers, those who need help, as much as should have been done, 
but those who have been here know that the Congress has never 
refused money at the request of any board having to do with rehabili- 
tating the soldiers.. A million was asked, it was given; another 
million was asked, and it was given; more millions were asked and 
given. Yet there is fault foimd in this country as to those who have 
administered the affairs, those to whom the money was intrusted. 
The Government has done everything possible m the way of giving 
money and is ready now to give all kmds of money. I do not Know 
whether it will be willing to cooperate with a private cooperation 
and assume responsibilities that would be incurred and dictated by a 
private corporation. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I have a suggestion to make to the bill in that 
respect, Mr. McLaughlin. I talked with Mr. Lamkin yesterday 
concerning this matter, and since my conference with him it has 
occurred to me that perhaps this clause ought to be in the bill, and it 
would cover just the point you wish to make here. To insert after 
the words: 

That the Secretary of Agriculture be, and he is hereby, directed, under such regula- 
tions as he may prescribe, to permit the Soldiers* Institute (Incorporated) to occupy 
and use the Government property at Bluemont, Loudoun County, Virginia, known 
as Mount Weather, in connection with its work for the care, education, and rehabili- 
tation of the soldiers, sailors, and marines of the late war, such occupation and use 
to be — 

The words: 

Under the supervision of the Director of the Federal Board for Vocational Educa- 
tion, and during such occupation he shall le chainnan of the trustees of the Soldiers* 
Institute. 
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That might be inserted there. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. You think that would be a good 
insertion? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I am only offering that as a suggestion to meet 
the verv difficulty suggested. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. With that insertion, would there 
be any responsibility on the part of the Government to pay the 
expense ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I do not imply that. The question is getting 
this thing done in the best way. Whether the Government appro- 
priates money, as they might well do, or whether they prefer to leave 
it for private initiative, as thev might well do, that is for later decision. 
I am not here to advocate either side. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. My personal impression is that the 
personnel of this committee would be in sympathy with your idea 
or with the idea of teaching and training and in every proper way 
helping the soldiers that you could help. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. But when the Government enters 
upon a proposition of this kind there ought to be some idea of the 
extent of its responsibility in money and otherwise. Your institute 
is organized. It has not any money. It has not made any effort 
to get any monev. It has not formulated any plan for getting money. 
You are not able to tell the committee at this time how much you 
will be able to get. It seems to me if you insert what you have read, 
that this is to oe under the direction of the Du'ector of the Federal 
Board for Vocational Education, that the Government is assuming 
some kind of a responsibihty, and if it sends its pien there incurring 
some kind of responsibility, and if there is not money, the Treasury 
will be called upon to furnish it. It might be a very proper use of the 
money and Congress might be wUling to do it, but we should know 
what responsibility rests on Congress and have some idea of how much 
money would be needed. You speak of cooperation. There is no 
proper cooperation when one furnishes all the money and the other 
uses it. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. No, sir. 

Mr. TiNCHER. Suppose we should pass a resolution turning this 
property, now in the hands of the Agricultural Department, over to 
the Board for Vocational Education, if they want it — I understand 
that they have a thousand soldiers now — and let them do the cooperat- 
ing, if it is necessary ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I should be very glad to have it done that way. 
The thing is to be accomplished; that is my point. The action has 
got to be arrived at. This is a form of rehabilitation that has not 
yet been undertaken, and I believe that it is worth while. 

Mr. Tincher. It comes pretty close to the same form that the 
Government has undertaken ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir; pretty close to it. 

Mr. As WELL. Why not turn it over to the Federal Board without 
any cooperation and have no private corporation, let the board run it ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I would be quite content. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. Have you ever talked to the members of the 
board about this matter ? 
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Mr. Bush-Brown. I talked with Mr. Laixikin yesterday. 

Mr. AswELL. Does he want it ? 

The Chairman. Mr. Lamkin is here and can answer that question. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. You have not contemplated in any way chafing 
these soldiers for any service extended to them ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. My thought has been that they would be 
charged for their keep a certain amount, 50 cents a day or whatever 
the actual amount of their keep might reasonably be imder military 
service, and that then they should work a certam number of hours 
for their maintenance, which they would agree to. If they earn 
more money they should have an opportunity to put it in the bank 
and create a fund, so that when they went out of this institute they 
would have it to live on. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. Is there anything proposed here that is different 
from what the Federal Board has already done ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. It is not so much anv difference in the training 
itself as the difference in the morale of the place. The Feder^ 
Board has a great many agencies, but they have not brought together 
imder one head all of the things that we are proposing to do here at 
this particular place. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. How does the morale differ from the Federal 
Board ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. In this way: When the soldier is under 
Government management he sits down and lets the Government do 
all the work; he dpes not want to do anything, because he feels that 
the Government owes it to him. Here will be an institution where 
the Government's connection is so slight that the influence of the 
Government management is not manifest and where he is put on his 
own responsibility to work out his own salvation. You did not 
hear my written statement? 

Mr. KINCHELOE. No, sir. Do vou think that many soldiers would 
go down there where they woula have to work when they could go 
somewhere else where it is optional with the soldier — do you think 
many soldiers would go down there under those regulations ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. It is part-time work only as a means of attaining 
a better education, sir. It is an educational institution and not a 
workhouse. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. Do you think many soldiers would accept that ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I think that they would be very glad of the 
opportunity; they are asking for it all the time. 

Mr. Ten Eyce. Has the Legion indorsed this proposition ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. They appointed a gentleman on our board of 
advice, but he could not accept and I had a letter from Col. Gal- 
braith only a few days ago saying that he would appoint some one 
else, but now since his death 

Mr. Ten Eyck (interposing) . Have they indorsed it ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I can assure you, gentlemen, that in a sense 
they ar6 ready to cooperate with a movement of this kind. 

Mr. Jones. Have any Government officers passed upon the ad- 
visabihty of this measure? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. No, sir. 

Mr. AswELL. Would it be under Government control; is that your 
idea ? 
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Mr. Bush-Brown. Cooperation under Government supervision, 
if you see fit. Our original idea was that it should not be under 
governmental control, that that would have a better stimulating 
effect on the soldier. 

Mr. Ten Eyok. Then, why should the Government put up thie 
money ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. We are not asking the Government to put up 
any money, we are asking for the use oi Government property that 
is abandoned and not used. 

Mr. Purnell. The Government is vitally interested, of course, in 
knowing who is to take care of the property. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Certainly. 

Mr. Purnell. You have stated that you wanted to estabhsh a 
definite status ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. The definite status would be estab- 
lished by putting this property at our disposal. 

Mr. Purnell. By the Government turning over the property to 
a corporation whicn would guarantee the upkeep. It seems to me 
from what little I have heard of your testimony, that the proper way 
to establish the status would be to create a more perfect organization 
with some funds. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Purnell. In order that the Government might be assured, if 
they desired to enter on this plan, that there would be responsibility 
there to take care of the property. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Purnell. That is just my individual judgment. 

Mr. Kincheloe. You say that your organization has not consulted 
with the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of War, or either one ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I have had a talk with the Secretary of Agri- 
culture and the Federal Board. 

Mr. Kjncheloe. What does he say? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. That he will take it under consideration. He 
wants to go down and see the property. That is just what I am 
asking this committee to do. 

(The papers submitted by Mr. Bush-Brown follow:) 

Appendix I. 

ARTICLES OP INCORPORATION. 

Know all men by these presents that we, the undersigned, all citizens of the United 
States and a majority of whom are residents of the District of Columbia do hereby, 
under and pursuant to the proidsions of the incorporation laws of the District of 
Columbia, as provided in subchapter 3 of Chapter XVIII of the Code of Laws for the 
District of Columbia, associate ourselves together as a body corporate and hereby 
certify : 

1. The corporate name of this corporation shall be the ** Soldiers' Institute." 

2. The objects for which this corporation is formed are to establish and maintain 
a school of arts and sciences in the District of Columbia and vicinity, for the purpose 
of teaching industrial and mechanical arts, the crafts and fine arts, and the tilling of 
the soil. 

3. The term of existence of this corporation shall be perpetual. 

4. The number of trustees who shall manage the concerns of this corporation for the 
first year and until their successors are elected shall be 12 and their names and resi- 
dences are as follows: Wendell P. Stafford, Harvey W. Wiley, William S. Culbertson, 
Jerome F. Barnard, Frederick P. H. Siddons, Mrs. J. H. Boggs, Miss Byrd Mock, 
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Mrs. D. B. Calhoun, Charles F. Nesbit, William B. Westlake^ William J. Mavahall» 
and Henry K. Bush-Brown, all ol Washing^, D, C. 

5. The place in the District of Columbia in which the operations of this corporf^t^oi^ 
are to be carried on is 1729 G Street NW., and the principal ofl&ce of this corporation 
shall be at No. 1729 G Street NW., in the city of Washington, D. C. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto affixed our signatures and seals this 19th day 
of April, 1921. 

H. K. Bush-Brown. William B. Westlake. 

Mrs. J. H. Booos. D. B. Calhoun. 

Wendell P. Stafford. William 8. Culbbrtsov. 

Jerome F. Barnard. 'E^thd Moc^. 

Frederick P. H. Sipdqns. W. J. Marshall. 

Harvey W. Wiley, Ouarles F. Nesbit, 

District of Columbia, ss: 

I, Francis L. Newbeck. notary public in and for the District aforesaid, do hereby 
certify that Wendell p, Stafford, Bfarvey Wiley, WilUain S. Culbertson, Jerome F. 
Barnard. Frederick P. H. Siddons, Mts. J. H. Bogga, Mips Byrd MocV, Mrs. D. ©. 
Calhoun, Charles F. Nesbit, William B. Westlake, ?ind William J. Marshal, being 
personally known to me to be the persons who made and signed the said certificate, 
and severally acknowledged the same to be their act and deed for the purposes therein 
set forth. 

Witness my h^md and sesyl this 19th day of April, 19^1, 

Francis L. Newbec?, Notary Fublie. 
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BQLDIBRa' institute. 

Board of trustees. — President, Hon. Wendell Phillips Stafford, Supreme Court of the 
District, Washington, D. C; vice president. Dr. Harvey W. Wfley, food expert. 
Woodward Building, Washington, D. C; second vice president, Hon. William S. 
Culbertson, United States Tariff Commission, Washington, D. C; secretary, Fred- 
erick?. H. Siddonp, American Security ^ Trust Co., Washington, D. C; treasurer} 
Jerome F. Barnard, American Security & Trust Co., Washington, D. C.^iss 
Byrd Mock, American Women 's Legion, 21 First Street NE. , Washington, D. C. j W. B. 
Westlake, president. Citizens' Association, 728 Fifteenth Street NW., Washington, 
D. C; William J. Marshall, Chicago, III., Charles F. Nesbit, WiUdns Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C; H. K. Bush-Brown, 1726 G Street NW., Washington, D. C; Mrs. J. 
H. Boggs, The Rockingham, Washington, D. C; Mrs. Clarence C. Calhoun, 1519 
New Hampshire Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 

Advisory council. — John Joy Edson, chairman, Washington Loan & Trust Co., 
Washington, D. C; Robert N. Harper, vice chairman, District National Bank, 
Washington, D. C; James A. Preston, Sons of American Revolution; Mrs. G. M. 
Minor, Daughters of American Revolution. 



By-laws of the Soldiers* Institute. 

Article I. — Name and purpose. 

Section 1. The name of the organization shall be the "Soldiers' Institute." 
Sec 2. The purpose is to cooperate with the Government in the care and educa^ 
tion of the injured soldiers and to give them educative employment and aid in finding 
permanent positions when able to fill them; to give the same opportunities for edu- 
cation and employment to soldiers, sailors, and marines who have been discharged 
from the service. 

Article II. — Meetings and fiscal year. 

Section X. The regular meetings of the board of trustees shall be held on the sec- 
ond Monday of each month, except July and August. When said Monday is a lep4 
holiday, tlxe meetings appointed for that date snail be held on the next following 
business day. 
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Sec. 2. The annual meeting of ii^^ buoord ol trustees shall be held on the second 
Monday of April of each year. 

Sec. 3. Bi^t n^embers of the board of trustees shall constitute a quorum. 

Sbo. 4. Special meetings shall be called by the secretary on the direction of the 
president or on written request of four members of the b(]^d of trustees. 

Sec 5. The advisory coimcil shall vieet o^ce a year, fX lee^t one month before the 
«^i\^ meeting of the bo^d of trustees, and slvskll «ibnut ip writing; its reqommenda- 
l4on«. 

Sec. 6i. The president of the bo^ of trustees oy the chairing of the advisory couQCJt 
may call special pieetings ol the council. 

Sec 7. The fiscal year shall begin on January 1. 

ARTICLE in. — Bmrd ofpruaie^f advisory council, and officers. 

Section 1. The board of trustees shall cojiaist of not less than 12 nor more than 15 
and shall from their number elect a president, two vice presidents, secretary, and 
treasurer, who shall serve for a period ol one year and until their successors shaU have 
been elected, and they shall perform the duties hereinafter set forth. 

Sec 2. There shall be an executive committee of the board of trustees consisting 
of the president or, in hip absence,a vice president, the secretary, the treasurer, and one 
meiaber of the board of trustees designated by the bo^-rd, who shall exercise such 
X>Dwer9 as the board of trustees shall see fit to delegate. 

Sbo. 3. The president shall preside at all meetings of the board of trustees; he shall 
appoint all committees for whose appointment provision is not otherwise made; he 
ahaU be eiL-(#cio ^ member of ^U cox^mittees. ' 

Sbc. 4. Vice president. — In the absence of the president his duties shall be per- 
lon^ed by the senior vice president present. In the absence of the president and 
vice presidents, the board of trsutees may elect a president pro tempore. 

Sec. 5. Secretary. — ^The secretary shall perform all duties pertaining to this office 
^ud shall ^eep on file all reports and recommendations submitted to the board of 
trustees. 

Sec 6. Treasurer. — ^The treasurer shall deposit all moneys and keep all deeds and 
certificates of assets isith the American Security S^ Trust Co., of Washington, D. C. 
He shall have charge of the books and accounts of the institute. His books shall be 
acce^b}e to tbe board of trustees; he shall make a report to the board at every regular 
meeting. He dball make payments on vouchers signed by the field manager and his 
checks shall be countersigned by the secretary. He shall be required to furnish 
bond for the faithful performance of his duties in the amount to be decided by the 
board of trustees. 

Sec 7. There shall be a fins^ncial director appointed by the board of trustees whose 
duties shall be, subject to the approval of said board, the general promotion and 
financing of the institute. He snail from time to time submit in writing plans of 
operation and make to the board an annual report. The board of trustees may call 
for any special report. 

Sec 8. There shall be a field manager of the institute appointed by the board of 
trustees, who shall have general charge of the activities of the institute and, with the 
approval of the board, shall appoint all instructors and other employees. He shall 
from time to time submit written plans of operation to the board of trustees and when 
approved by the board they shall be put into effect. He shall make monthly re- 
ports in writing to the board and any special reports that the board may call upon 
him to submit. 

Seo. 9. There shall be a committee on promotion consisting of at least seven persons 
whose dutjr it will be to make and promote plans for the benefit of the institute. Re- 
ports in writing by said committee shall be made at each regular meeting of the board 
of trustees. 

Sec 10. There shall be an advisory council consisting of 15 or more persons who shall 
be designated annually by the board of trustees and whose duties shall be those of an 
advisory or consultative character to the board of trustees. 

Sec 11. The salaries of all officers and employees shall be fixed by the board of 
trustees. 

Article IV. — Amendments. 

Section 1. Amendments to these by-laws may be made at a regular meeting of the 
board of trustees or at any speoial meeting if cq^ies of the proposed amendment asa 
sent to the board of trustees at least 10 days before such special meeting. 

Sec. 2. An affirmative vote of all members of the board oi tn^stees present at 8ucl\ 
meeting shall be requisite for the adoption of any amendment. 
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Appendix II. 

Federal Board for Vocational Education, 

Washirhgton, D. C, March 26, 1921. 
Mr. Henry K. Bush-Brown, 

Arts Club of Washington, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Bush-Brown: I am attaching hereto some figures I spoke to you 
about when you were in my office the other day. I think these are extremely inter- 
esting. You understand, of course, that they do not in any manner represent tne total 
of rehabilitated cases but are fairly representative so far as results go. 
Very truly, yours, 

R. T. Fisher, 
Assistant Director for Vocational Rehabilitation, 



Partial list of rehabilitated cases — Placement and average salary. 



Placement. 



Agriculturists 

Poultry raisers 

Linotype operators 

Electricians 

Stationary engi- 
neers 

Machinists 

Automechanics 

Acetylene welders . 
Navigators 



Number 


Average 


of 


prewar 


trainees. 


salary. 


1 

117 


$1,005.08 


15 


925.00 


27 


904.76 


41 


985.71 


64 


1,145.45 


47 


954.54 


274 


1,010.17 


90 


994.00 


16 


940.00 



Average 
salary 
after 
rehabili- 
tation. 



$1,407.14 
1,240.00 
1,337.03 
1,432.43 

1,459.02 
1,413.95 
1,374.21 
1, 292. 19 
1, 807. 69 



Placement. 



Telegraph operators 

Advertisers 

Sale-smen 

Bookkeepers 

Authors 

Dentists 

Teachers 

Dental mechanics 
Draftsmen 



Number 


Average 


of 


prewar 


trainees. 


salary. 


40 


796.00 


-77 


1,055.32 


104 


1,095.45 


203 


834.35 


3 


1,200.00 


11 


1, 143. 00 


9 


1, 100. 00 


4 


550.00 


26 


1,013.33 



Average 

salary 

after 

rehabili- 
tation. 



1,394.59 
1,414.92 
1,449.43 
1,307.22 
3,000.00 
1,691.43 
1,650.00 
2,075.00 
1,608.33 



Automechanics: 

General 

Assemblers 

TCvSters 

Autoelectricians: 

Testers 

Bench 

Autoupholsters and trimmers. 

Autopainters 

Autospare parts men 

Carpenters, body work 

Auto sheet metal workers 

Welders: 

Acetylene 

Electric 

Machinists: 

Toolmakers 

Bench, floor, or operator. . 

All round 

Electricians: 

Outside 

Inside 

Factory 

Storage-battery 

Blacksmiths, general 

Carpenters 

Joiners 

Wheelwrights 

Sheet metal workers 

Upholsterers 

Painters 

Patternmakers 



Navy yards. 



Mechanic. 



$1,958 
2,008 

2,105 
1,836 
1,958 

1,958 
1,958 
1,958 
2,105 
2,350 
1,958 
1,958 
1,615 
1,958 
1,664 
2,105 
2,105 



Foreman. 



$2,839 
2,889 

2,986 

"2," 839' 



2,839 
2,545 
3,231 
2,839 



2,055 
2,839 
2,080 
2,986 
2,986 



Atlanta, 
Ga. 



Detroit, 

and 

Cleveland. 



»$36 
»32 
135 

140 
137 



$2,203 

1,836-1,985 

2,478 



2.019 
■2,'542' 



1,958 



2,244 
2,296 



150 
130 
139 
139 

133 



145 



Baltimoi » 
Md 



$2, os:* 



2,244 
2,244 



2,193 

1,836-1,958 

1,958 

2,244 
2,244 



11,530 



2,019 



2,019 
2,44S 



I MiniTnimn , 



- JHIIIIIIIIIIII, 

DaUy rates extended to year of 3^3 working days. Foremen average approximately 15 per cent higher 
Approximately 70 per cent work 8-hour day 
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Partial list of rehabilitated cases — Placement and average salary — Continued. 





Dallas, 
Tex. 


Houston, 
Tex. 


San 

Francisco, 

CaUf. 


Boston, 
Mass. 


U.S. 
Army. 


Automechanics: 

General 








$2,203 


$1,800-2,100 


Testers 






I $2, 142 

12,295 

2,550-3,006 

12,244 


2,100 


Autoelectridans: 

Testers 










Bench 








1.500-1,800 


Automachinlsts 






2,203 


1,800-2,100 
2,350 


Anto(mholsterers an<i trimTiiers 






Autopainters 






3,060 




Autosoare Darts men 








2,500 


Carpenters, body work 










1,800-2,300 


Madiinists: 

Bench, floor, or operator 


$1,958 
1,958 

'2,244 
2,244 


$1,774-2,371 
2,371 

2,244 
2,244 


1,570-2,019 
2,244 

2,244 




1,800-2,100 


All round 


2,203 


Electricians: 

Outside 




Inside 






Storaee-battery 






1,500-1,800 


Blacksmiths, general 






2,019 
2,244 






Carpenters... ." 






2,448 
2,019 
2,443 




Joiners 




>•• 




Sheet metal workers 


2,244 
2,244 
2,141 


2,244 
2,244 
2,142 


3,006 
3,006 
2,244 




Painters 




Patternmakers 













1 Minimum. 

The Chairman. We have with us a number of representatives of 
the Government here, and we will now hear Mr. Lamkin. 

STATEMENT OF MR. tJEL W. LAMKIN, DIRECTOR FEDERAL 

BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION. 

Mr. Lamkin. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, 
I should like to have it distinctly understood that I am here because 
you asked me to appear. 

The Chairman. Yes. 

Mr. Lamkin. Mr. Bush Brown came to see me again yesterday. 

The Chairman. How much time do you desire, Mr. Lamkin ? 

Mr. Lamkin. I will try to be as brief as I can, but when you get 
into the matter of training soldiers there are a great many questions 
that probably will occur to you. 

There are two things that I think the American Congress expects 
of its administrative officers in carrving out the work of the re- 
habilitation of disabled men. The first is that the work shall be 
done and done right, and the second is that it shall be as economically 
administered as possible. In the first place, the board believes 
that the work can best be done by using existing agencies. 

Mr. Jacoway. There are members of the committee who' may not 
know who the witness is. He gave his card to the stenographer. 

Mr. Lamkin. My name is Uel W. Lamkin, and I am the Director 
of the Federal Board for Vocational Education. 

Mr. Jacoway. I understand. 

Mr. Lamkin. We are using, so far as possible, existing agencies. 
When existing agencies can not give the necessary training, we are 
willing to make a contract with any agency which may be organized 
for the purpose of doing it. If an agency does not exist and if we 
can not make a contract with a private agency to do the work, we 
will undertake to establish an institution ourselves and to maintain 



it and give the training in Govfewiment owA^ed And controlled insti- 
tutions. As far as this immediate proposition is concerned, we have 
had it up before us for over a year. 

The (JHAIRMAN. You havB been over tte property ? 

Mr. Lamkin. Our representative has been over the property. 
This is true, there is no department of the Government that has 
authority to transfer to the Vocational Board Govemment^tjwned 
property. In other words, the Depai*tinent of .Apiculture can not 
transfer this property to the Federal Board. I have made this 
statettifent to a dozen other committees of the House, and I should 
like to make it again to the Coininittee oh Agriculture, because 
I want Confess to understand the situation. Within the next 
30 days, for instance, the War Department will declare as 8UI*plu)s 
a million dollars' worth of property that can be used in the voca- 
tional schools. The War Department can not transfer that to us. 
We, being a governmental board, can not go into the market and bid 
on it. We have got to go into the outside market — ^^hile th^ War 
Department is seuing their stuff on the outside maricet^-and s6cUi^ 
bids from private concerts to furnish us with material whidi tht^ 
Government now owns, and which is being ^lit on the market as 
surplus property. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. By an act of Congress that property could be 
turned over to you ? 

Mr. Lamkin. Yes, sir. We have presented it tot more thttn a 
year. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. There has to be legislation along that line alithor- 
izing the department to turn it over to you ? 

A&. Lamkin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kjncheloe. What is the objection? 

Mr. Lamkin. There seems to be no objection, except that we have 
not been able to get the desired action. The matter is now before 
the President for an executive order, authorizing it to be done. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. I think, personally, that it is a crime that it is 
not done. That stuff will be sacrificed and you fellows must go in 
and pay one hundred cents on the dollar ? 

Mr. Lamkin. We have to do it. 

The Chairman. The property is desked by you ? 

Mr. Lamkin. It is. We have gone to the warehouse where the 
War Department has the stuff and we have attached tags to it and 
they will turn it over to us when authority is given. The War 
Department is holding it rather than putting it on the market. 

Mr. AsWELL. In your opinion, has the President the authority to 
authorize it ? 

Mr. Lamkin. I do not know. I am officially advised that the 
President has it up with the Attorney General, but I do not know. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. What committee of Congress would have juris- 
diction of the matter ? 

Mr. Lamkin. The Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Kjencheloe. This surplus stuff which will be sold by the War 
Department will not bring 10 cents on the dollar, the very stuff which 
you need to help the boys, and you will have to go into the open 
market and pay 100 cents on the dollar. It is a crime on the taxpayers 
of the country. 

Mr. McLaughlin of Michigan. When will be the sale ? 



SOIiDIEBft' INSTITUTE — OCCUPATION OF MOUNT WBATHEIU 28 

Mr. Lamkin. Some time in the next 30 da^s% We can not wait. 
You tkte putUiig it up to this bofwrd to get th6 work done, and if we 
can not get the stuff froni the Government dej^artments we are going 
into the open market and buy it. 

Mr. Gernerd. This is the first time I have heajfd of it. 

Mf . Lamkin. I understand. It has been before the Military Affairs 
Oommittee of both the House and Senate. 

Mr. iPuRNELL. How much more will it cost you, approximately, if 
you have to go into the open market alid purchase this material ? 

Mr. Lamkin. Three or four tinles as much. I have on my desk 
now tentative requisitions for $2,300,000 worth of property that is 
going to be needea in the next year by the bodi*d. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. And if this property was sold it would bring 
about 20 cents on the dollar ? 

Mr. Lamkin. I imagine so. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. And assuming that you want $2,500,000 worth 
of material, if the necessary authority can be given to use the property 
erf the Gov^*nment it "wiould Result in a saving of $2,000,000. 

Mr. LamkiK. I should say so. 

The Chairman. What pi^operty ? 

Mr. LamkIn. Machine tools, equipment, etc. More than a year 
and a half ago Mi*. TriNidway, of Massachusetts, on the floor of the 
House, when in Ooinmittee of the Whole, offerejd an amendment 
to an appropriation bill providing that the Secretary of War should 
have authority to transfer to the Fed^al Board such ec[uipment 
as was necessary lot us to carry on our work. That was limited by 
an amendment on the floor of the House to the amount of $250,000 
only, which we had the War Department transfer to us. Since that 
time we have had the matter before tiie MiUtary Affairs Committees 
of both the Senate and the House. 

The CHArRMAN. If this bill authorized the transfer of the property 
to your board, would that give the desired authority? 

Mr. LaMkin. Yes, sir; I want to say to you, frankly, that so far as 
this bill is concerned, the Federal Board does not want this property 
for these reasons : In the first place, it is inaccessible and I think its 
being inaccessible has some merit; and in the second place, it would 
cost us too much to maintain it for the number of men we could 
put there and train. 

Mr. Jacoway. You are referring to the physical ground and not 
to the equipment. 

Mr. Lamkin. There is nothing here but the physical ground. 
There is nothing in this Mount Weather proposition that we could 
equip. To answer the question further, may I go one step further 
and make myself plain. If the Government wants to transfer this 
property to a private concern with whom we can make a contract 
to pay a reasonable amount for the training of these men, and the 
private concern will raise enough funds to make up the difference 
oetween the cost of training the men and what the Government 
could reasonably pay for tramina^the men, we are willing to make 
that kind of contract with them,^ut we feel that so far as the Gov- 
ernment itself is concerned, it would cost too much money for the 
Government to operate it. 

The Chairman. Have we not an investment there already of 
$209,527.70. 
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Mr. Lamkin. All right. 

The Chairman. And that property ought to be utilized by the 
Government or some disposition made of it in some way. 

Mr. Gernerd. Provided, Mr. Chairman, the cost of maintenance 
is not way out of proportion. 

Mr. Jones. I notice the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the 
Navv, and the Secretary of Agriculture, have recommended the sale 
of this property. 

Mr. Lamkin. We can not buy it. 

Mr. AswELL. You can not use the buildings as they are? 

Mr. PuRNELL. Mr, Lamkin, what do you say as to the general 
policy that this would sanction of dividing responsibility with your 
department for the training of these men. 

Mr. Lamkin. I will say in reply to that question, I think there 
would be no divided responsibility. We would make a contract 
with the corporation. As far as this particular question is con- 
cerned, it seems to me the question hinges on whether or not the 
Congress wants to turn over to the Soldiers' Institute Government- 
owned property. Looking at it from the viewpoint of the Federal 
Board, we would make a contract with that Soldiers' Insritute, the 
same as we would make a contract with Columbia University, for 
the training of certain men in certain lines of work and if they did 
not train the men in those lines of work for, the tuition which we would 
pay — and I am frank to say, we would not be willing to pay more 
than $30 or $35 a month tuition — ^if they could not tram the men for 
the tuition we would pay, then we would withdraw our men from 
the institute. 

Mr. Jones. You would want the concern with which you made 
the contract to be financially responsible ? 

Mr. Lamkin. We certainly would want them to be financially 
responsible and would not make a contract with them unless they 
were financially responsible. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. Let us see about the practicability of this par- 
ticular case. I understood the gentleman who just left the witness 
stand, in answer to Mr. McLaughlin's questions, to say that the 
Soldiers' Institute has no funds to operate this institution at all, 
and if they have not, of course, you could not make any contract 
with them. 

Mr. Lamkin. Of course, they would have to show that they were 
financially responsible before we would make a contract with them. 

Mr. AswELL. I understood the proposition was to train soldiers 
other than the disabled soldiers. Would the Federal Board pay 
tuition in those cases ? 

Mr. Lamkin. No, sir. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. You take no cognizance 

Mr. Lamkin. We take no cognizance except of the disabled 
soldiers. 

Mr. Ten Eyck. I want to refer back to a previous statement 
made by you in which I am very much interested relative to the 
transferring of some of the properW of the War Department to vour 
bureau for the benefit of training tnfe soldiers. I can realize perhaps 
why they may not have voted favorably upon Mr. TreadwaVs bill, 
because it was turning over the rights of Congress to the War Depart- 
ment, to be unlimited in what they turned over to you; but I do feel 
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that if you made up a list of the things that you knew are in the 
War Department that they intended to sell later, which information 
you can get from them in connection with what they have on hand, 
and a bifl of that kind was introduced in Congress — I feel you can 
get a Congressman to do that because I can assure you that I will 
mtroduce such a biQ for vou with a list of the things you want— 
and then we will see whether the Committee on Military Affairs will 
report favorably on it. 

Mr. Ix-iMKiN. I mean to make no criticism of Congress, Mr. 
Chairman 

Mr. Ten Eyck. It is not a question of criticism, it is simply a ques- 
tion of going about the thing in the manner that will be for the best 
interests of the Government and of the soldiers in order to get these 
things which are now held by the War Department, and wmch they 
do not need. 

Mr. Lamkin. The Military Affairs Committee did make a favorable 
report on the bill about two days before the close of the last session of 
Congress. I may answer Mr. Ten Eyck in this way, Mr. Chairman, 
if you can get a list of the material they have on hand from the War 
Department you can do better than the Federal Board. 

Mr. KiNCHELOw. That is the question which I just started to ask 
you. 

The Chairman. Yes; Congress passed two resolutions authorizing 
the War Department to dispose of the automobiles and they are 
still over there rustii^ and going to pieces. 

Mr. Kincheloe. Did you ever have this matter up with the out- 
going Secretary of War and the incoming Secretary of War ? 

Mr. Lamkin. We have had it up with ooth of them. 

Mr. Kincheloe. Will you tell me why the Secretary of War, 
whether he is a Democrat or a Republican, as soon as he gets in the 
department down there becomes hypnotized and becomes a stickler 
for form? It seems to me that in some way Congress has not the 
power to make those gentlemen perform. 

Mr. Lamkin. Secretary Baker said to us that he would refer it to 
his legal adviser, and the legal opinion was that he had no authority 
to turn it over to us. I am frank to say I have not talked to Secre- 
tary Weeks, but it has been taken up by the Cabinet members on our 
board with the Secretary of War. 

Mr. Kincheloe. The point I am making is that perhaps they have 
not now an act of Congress authorizing it, but if the Secretary of War, 
whether he be a Democrat or a Republican, wants to save money to 
the taxpayers of this country, they could get busy and have it done 
immediately. I am not criticizing the present Secretary of War any 
more than I am criticizing the former Secretary. It seems to me they 
get hypnotized as soon as they get in there by the General Staff and 
others down there. 

Mr. Lamkin. I would like to say one thing more along this line, Mr. 
Chairman. We have estabUshed schools similar to the one sug- 
gested here. ' We have one at Pocono Pines, Pa. We had to 
go and lease private property there. We are putting one at San 
Antonio. We are leasing the Peacock Military Academy down 
there; we have one at Waynesville, and we have one at Pascagoula, 
Miss., and we are opening up one at Fort Jefferson, N. Y. 

Mr. Jacoway. Have you not one in Arkansas ? 
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Mr. Lamkin^. N^, bIt. Those ilisttltilrons are for Bieii; as Mr. Bueh* 
BroWn has said to yo\x^ Wh» haVe oo^e out of the service not w^ 
etiough yet to go hom^ land y^ sick^sioudi to rei^am in tho hospitaL 
Thos(e meln x^ati not be ke^t iik houses and they oiight not to be kep4 
in hoknes. 

Tbe Chatrman. Ootdd you not acquire additional tieai estate at 
Mount Weather and make tt suitable plant out of it I It is an idoai 
spot. 

Mr. Lamkin. There is no question about its being an ideal spot. 

Mr. AswELL. Could you acquire the additional propwty ? 

Mi*. Lamkin. I am told the additronai pi'operty is there, but as far 
as I am conceln^d I do not want to bo riT^n the authority for build* 
ingbuildings, and that is what you woum hayo to do. 

The Chairman. You would have a good many buildings there to 
start with and they are excellent buildings. 

Mr. Lamkin. We have canvassed that very carrfully, Mr. CSiair- 
man. There are 40 rooms there at the present time^ Your doctor^ 
your nurse, your teachers^ and cooks will require 15 of those rooms, 
and then you WiU have 25 rooins land 'with two boyfe to a room that 
would mean a o'a|)acity for about 50. 

Mr. KiNOHELOE. Then if yx>u took ovier that J)lant, would you not 
be splitting authority with this organization provided under the Sweot 
bill whidi IS now pending in the Mouse ? 

Mr. Lamkin. If thte Sweet bill goes dirough, it takes over the 
Rehabilitation Division and puts ail of our contracts, etc., right into 
the Veterans' Bureau. So, so fair as the Sweet bill is concerned, 
I think it does not affect this question^ because anything we do' is 
taken over by the new Veterans Bureau. 

Mr. KiNPOHEix>E. Of course, when you say ''we," that would mean 
under the purview of the Sweet bill, provided it became a law? 

Mr. Lamkin. Yes. I think we could make a contract with these 
people to give them the training. 

The Chairman. What is you obje^ction to taking the property over ? 
You say it is inaccessible ? 

Mr. IjAmkin. I think it would cost the Government too much 
money to take it over and naaintain it as a school. We have tried to 
establish these schools, and we find that a less unit than 300 men 
can not be handled profitably; that is, can not be handled with a 
reasonable overhead cost. 

The Chairman. But you would have a good start there for a school 
with a capacity of 300 ? 

Mr. Lamkin. No. Mr. CSiairman, because you can not take care of^ 
according to the Surgeon General, more than 120 men here and out 
of that 120 come your nurses and your doctors and your teachers aird 
your servants who are necessary to keep up the place. 

The Chairman. But there are a nimiber of buildings that could be 
remodeled and made use of. 

Mr. TiNCHER. The War Department has out in our State, where we 
have one of these schools, one of the finest buildings in the country, 
and that place is vacant and there would be plenty of room there. 
They have room for all the disabled soldiers in the United States in 
one camp out there that they will hnve to abandon, so it seems to me 
it would be foolish to go down here and buy additional land and put 
up additional buildings. 
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speaking, this place is iriACiJ^eissible, Sl,tld that for the same money you 
can go to other places that would be more accessible and cheaper to 
operate ? 

M^. liAiylKi?^. I think so. 

Mtv T12n Eyck. Your i-dea is that this beihg a private institution % 
pniH of the overh'ead \^1 be taken care of by donations ? 

Mtv I^MfeiN. Ybs; by doiiatioiiB to the private institution. We 
do not c^re wh^rc they cet the tnon^y. For instance-, we Are puying 
th« Dftvid Ran}^ SclroiM for Oommefcial Trades ill St. IirOuiil $15 pef 
naonth per mi».n tuition. It costs the David Rdnkin School for Oiaa*- 
tti^epoifd Trades $80 pet month per man to train those boys. They 
are getting the difference out of their endowment fund. If they 
Wwnt to do it, that is w^U and good. 

Mr. Abwell. Is this Kjorporation jnupposed ix) make a profit out of 
this transaction ? 

Mr. Lamkin. I think liot. 

Mr. BuAtt-BlidWN. Thfe chairman has giveti mfe peimission to Ask 
y\)U a ^question, Mr. Lamkin. Ina<smuch as it is no^ the summer 
»eason> there is no reason why additional accommodations Could hot 
be provided there in the Way of tents during the sunkmer deasonj, 
dVUin^ which time new buQuings oould be put up to iticreas^ the 
clapacity of tht^ place by the tiAie they wouW be nmied As buildings 
in th^ autumn. 

Mr. Lamkin. Our experience iA l^egard to buildilig, Mr. Chairmaii, 
would n?Ot justify us in oelieving that you oan biiiM buildings on top 
o{ tlie Blue Ridge Mountains that will be habitable in the winter time 
betWe^i now and the time they would have to be built and heated. 
We are perfectly willing to make a contract with the institution if 
they will show Us that they have a Suitable place and we cah make a 
contract with them on reasonable terms. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. Where would you get the money to btiild those 
buildings with ? 

Mr. Lamkin. We have no authority to build and you would have 
to give us that authority. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. We propose to buy adjacent property and put 
up buildings there, and on the bottoms there is fine farm land of about 
700 acres, part of which is in timber. That timber can be put into 
a sawmill right away and put into the buildings right there without 
going to market for your resources. The place is also filled with 
rock. 

Mr. AswELL. How much will that 700 acres of land cost? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. About $60 an acre. 

Mr. Jacoway. Are you going into the sawmill business ? 

Mr. Bush- Brown. So far as our needs require. 

Mr. Jacoway. Let me advise you to keep out of it. 

Mr. Bush-Brown (continuing). In order to give employment to 
the soldiers. 

The Chairman. Ar6 you through, Mr. I^amkin. 

Mr. Lamkin. Yes; I was through, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. Thank you very much. We will hear from Mr. 
Clark, of the Department of Agriculture, 



28 soldiers' institute — occupation of mount weather. 

STATEMENT OF ME. C. C. CIAKK, OF THE UNITED STATES 

WEATHER BTJREAXJ. 

The Chairman. Give your name and occupation. 

Mt. Clark. Mr. C. C. Clark, assistant chief of the United States 
Weather Bureau. The department has directed me to come before 
you at your request, in the absence of Prof. Marvin, who is Chief of 
the Weather Bureau, and absent on official business to-dav. I will 
be pleased to give any statement and to answer questions giving the 
facts as to Mount Weather, at the same time withoujt even seemingly 
being opposed to any legislation or assistance in beh^f of our soldiers. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. Is your bureau operating that institution now as 
a weather bureau ? 

Mr. Cl4.rk. No, sir; we have discontinued the use of Motmt 
Weather as an active station, and we are now the Government trustee 
and custodian of the Mount Weather tract, buildings, and property. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. It was purchased originally for what purpose ? 

Mr. Clark. The land was purchased m 1902 and buildings con- 
structed later for the purpose of establishing an aerological and mete- 
orological observatory and laboratory for the study of the upper air 
and solar radiation and magnetic observations. 

'^Moimt Weather '' (Virgmia) is the name given a group of build- 
ings erected by the Weather Bureau for special aerial and research 
work on top of the Blue Ridge Moimtains in Loudoun and Clarke 
Counties, about 20 miles south of Harpers Ferry and 47 miles in a 
direct line west of Washington. It is 6 miles south of Bluemont, 
Va., the nearest railroad station and present terminus of the Wash- 
ington & Old Dominion (suburban electric) Railroad line. The 
grounds have an area of 84.81 acres; are roughly square in outline, 
lying on both sides of the ridge, the top of wmch is 1,725 feet above 
sea level. 

It overlooks to the west the entire Shenandoah Valley from 
Strasburg to Harpers Ferry, and to the east all that portion of 
Piedmont- Virginia Valley between the Blue Ridge and the Bull 
Run Moimtains. 

The grounds are inclosed by a stone wall and wire fence. [Read- 
ing:] 

BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS. 

Administration and observatory building: Erected 1909; brick, tile and concrete; 
three stories and cellar; 18 rooms. 

Machine shop and balloon shed: Erected 1904; two-story frame and stone building; 
eight rooms. 

Central heating and power plant: Erected 1909; one-story stone building; boilers 
and electrical equipment sufficient for supplying heat, light, and power for th© 
entire plants 

"Absolute" and 'variation" buildings (for terrestrial-magnetic work): Erected 
1906; two, one-story, frame buildings, usea in connection with investigations in 
tierrestrial magnetism; cellar under each. The walls are about 4 feet thick of double 
construction packed with sawdust to secure constant temperature conations within. 

Stables: One two-story frame and stone stable, and on^ two-story frame stable. 

Farm cottage for dwelling purposes: Erected 1905; a two-story frame building; 9 
rooms. 

Physical laboratory: Erected 1909; three-story stone building; 16 rooms. 

Cottage for dwelling: Erected 1909; three-story frame building; 15 rooms. 

Reel house and kite shelter: A circular, frame building, 9 feet in diameter. 
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A 108-foot tubxilar well supplies all buildings with good water 
from an elevated water tank naving a capacity of 14,000 gallons,, 
filled from pump operated by an electric motor. 

All the buildings have been erected, and improvements made, in 
the best and most substantial manner possible, and the property 
as it now stands represents an actual cost value to the Government 
of about $200,000. 

Mr. Thompson. How many acres? 

Mr. Clark. There are 84.81 acres. 

Mr. Thompson. What was the cost ? 

Mr. Clark. The total cost of the land was about $2,513. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. How long did your bureau operate there ? 

Mr. Clark. We operated there until 1912, when the principal 
activities were withdrawn and located more economically and 
efficiently elsewhere. 

Mr. Thompson. You made some improvements on the land ? 

Mr. Clark. We built, I think, eight buildings on the land and 
operated them as observatory and administration buildings, heating 
plant, and other smaller structures. We are now caring for them 
with custodians and maintaining and protecting them as best we can 
with the limited funds at our disposal. This is a map just drafted 
showing the contour lines and the location of the building. 

Mr. Thompson. What was the cost of those buildings ? 

Mr. Clark. $209,000, approximately, was the original cost of the 
land and improvements. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. Are they leased or abandoned or are you receiving 
any revenue from them ? 

Mr. Clark. They are not now occupied or being used. We are now 
maintaining them and caring for them as custodian, to preserve them 
as Government property. We have two custodians there. 

Mr. KiNCHE Je. ^uAhey are not occupied? 

Mr. Clark. They are unoccupied. 

Mr. KiNCHELOE. And there is no financial revenue accruing to the 
Government ? 

Mr. Clark. No, sir. We transferred our activities and upper-air 
observations from there several years ago. Very valuable and im- 
portant observations were obtained at Mount Weather in that pioneer 
work in aerological observations in this country, and f ortunatelv those 
data were avauable during the war in aid of the Air Service and of the 
Army in their ballistic work in connection with firing long-range guns. 
We transferred our work from Mount Weather because of the enormous 
relative expense of operating this plant on the top of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, inaccessible and expensive for the transportation of sup- 
pUes, goods, and coal over 6 miles of mountain road. Similar work 
was instituted at other observatories and stations throughout the 
coimtry where very valuable aerological work is now being maintained, 
viz. Due West, S. C; Royal Center, Ind.; Ellendale, N. Dak.; 
Drexel, Nebr. ; Broken Arrow, Okla. ; and Groesbeck, Tex. Mount 
Weather has only three substantial buildings, appropriate for housing 
men; an administration building with 18 rooms and 7 baths, a three- 
story brick and concrete structure, fireproof; a phvsical laboratory 
building with 16 rooms, built of stone, secured from the tract; a frame 
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eottage dwelting, a substantial and well-located building. Those 
three building, as Mr. Ijamkin has said, contain about 50 rooms. 
The other buildings are small building such as a stable, a machine 
shop and balloon shed, a central heatmg plant, and small structures 
which could not be used to house patients or soldiers. 

Mount Weather was found to be not best suited for aerial investin 
gations, because its location is not favorably related to the ordinal^ 
tracks of storms, because it is so near the seashore, and beeause it is 
relatively isolated and inaccessible. Everything in the way of ftiel 
and supplies of all kinds must be hauled over the rou^ mountain 
road, involving undesirable and unnecessary cost of maintenance. 

The Chairman. Have ^ou a list of the buildings and the coat of 
th^m th|i,t you can insert in the record ? 

Mr. Clark. Yes, sir; such data are included in a report made by 
the Secretary of Agriculture several years ago and I vnll ii^sert thai 
in mv statement. 

(The statement referred to follows.) 

December 9, 1914. 
Jhe Spea^ei^ op the House op Representatives. 

Sir: ^Pursuant to the instructions contained in the act of CoBgres^ approved June 
24, 19!l4 (Public No. 122, 63d Cong., H. R. 136T9), entitled, *'An act waking ajfeprok- 
priations for tl^ DepsM^tnient of Agriculture |or the fiscal yea^ endi^g June 30, 1.^15^" 
viz: 

**The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby directed to report to Congress at its next 
session the present condition and value of the tract of land consistiiig of ei^fetynl^ux 
and eigHty-o«e oi^hnndredths ^cres of la^d» more or less,. Imown asMoui^t Weather, 
and located in the counties of Ijoudoun and Clarke, in the State of Virginia, the ori^U]^ 
cost of said land, together with the cost of the improvements thereon and the present 
value of such improvements, the amount which m his opinion can be realized horn 
the sale ol said real property, including buildings and other impj(K>veaieikts, at p;ciYale 
sale, and whether \ii his opinion it would be most advantageous to seU the st^p^ b^X 
public or at private sale, and to advise Congress as to whether it would be better- for 
the Government to sell said property or to lease it. And the Secretary of Agriculture 
is authorized, in his discretion, to discontinue the use of Mount Weather as a weather 
station and if necessary place a keeper in chaige thereof for its protectioo. %Qcl o^re, 
the expenses thereof to be paid out of the appropriation made herein ton nec^ssiMtX 
expenses of the Weather Bureau outside of the city of Washington." 

******* 

I have the honor to report, as follows: 

Description of property. — ^Mount Weather (Virginia) is the name given a group of 
buildings erectea by the Weather Bureau for special aerial and research wovi; op top 
oi the Blue Ridge Mountains in l^oudoun and Clarke Counties, about ^0 psiil^ soii^th 
of Harpers Ferry ^pd 47 miles in a direct line west of Washington. It is 6 mi^es south 
of Bluemont, Ya-, the nearest railroad station an.d present terminus of the Washington 
& Old Dominion (suburban electric) Railroad line. The grounds have an area of 
84.8^ acres; are roughly square in outline, lying on both sides of the vidge^ t^io t«^ 
oi which is 1,725 feet above se* level, and about 1,200 feet above the valleys o^ eithei 
side. 

It overlooks to the west the entire Shenandoah Yalley from Strasburg to Harpers 
F^ry, and to the east all that portion of Piedmont- Virginia Valley betwe^i the HLue 
Ridge and the Bull Run Mountains. 

Original cost to the Government. 

Land, first purchase of 67.25 acres (September, IW2) $1, 8^^. 15 

Land, second purchase of 17.56 acres (September, 190d) 650- QA 

Total cost o£ land.... ,.,.., , 3.&ia.X5 

. » 
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BnildiTigg and i/mptofnemenM. 

Administration and observatory building, erected 1900; brick, tile, and 

concrete; three stories and cellar; 18 rooms; cost $49, 898. 41 

Machine shop and balloon shed, erected 1904; two-story frame and stone 
building; 8 rooms; cost 8, 817. 00 

Central heating and power plant, erected 1909; ooe-story atone building; 
boilers and electrical equipment sufficient for supplying heat, light, 
and power for the entire plant; cost 11, 964. 74 

Absolute building and variation building (for terrestrial-magia^tic work), 
erected 1906; 2 one-story frame buildings, used in connection with 
investigations in terrestrial magnetism; cellar under each; the walls ^re 
about 4 feet thick, of double construction, packed with sawdust to secure 
constant temperature conditions withiu ; cpst , 15, 904. 55 

^tables: 1 two-atory frame and stone stable ^nd 1 two-story frame stably; 
cost 2,800.00 

Farm cottage for dwelling purposes, remodeled 1905; 9i tw<vatpry frf^e 
buildinw; 9 rooms; cost 1, 300. 00 

Physical ^aborato^>^ erected 1909; three-story stone building; 16 rooms; 
cost 37,521.51 

Cottage for dwelling, elected 1909; three-story frame building; 15 rooms; 
cost ^. Il,246.a4 

Reel house and kite shelter; a circular Irame buildiAg, 9 feet in diameter; 
cost : 1,738.69 

Repairs ^d pen^aiient ^np«[;oveme^ts , , 37, 823. 31 

Administration buil<Jing destroyed by fire; cost - . - 28, 000. 00 

Totftl copt to the GovemBftent 209,527.70 

Or, omitting fire losses ($^,000), original cost r«m9iina , 181, 527. 70 

Most of the buildings are new, or have been maintained in thorough condition of 
repair. The present valuation is, however, placed at 60 per cent of original cost, or 
approximately $108,000. And, including $4,250 for the grounds, gives a total of 
$112,000. 

PRESENT CONDITION AND VALUE. 

Grounds. — Condition, as a whole, excellent. More than one-half the tract is rocky, 
covered with trees and shrubs, and not suitable for any agricultural purposes except 
grazing; remainder cleared and about one-half acre is utilized for growing garden 
truck, etc. Ground improvements consist of some clearing of trees and underbrush; 
laying out and constructing necessary roads and driveways. Letter, atbout the upper 
part of the grounds, have been built of crushed stone in good siubst^ntiftl manner, and 
connect with the public Jiighway, county road, from Bluemont. 

Entire tract well inclosed, piyrtly by a stone-wall fence and remainder by wire 
fencing. 

Land values. — Improved lands between Mount Weather and Bluemont have been 
sold within the past year or so at prices of from $40 per ftcire, for orchard purposes, to 
$100 per acre, for summer residence sites, location and outlook adding considerably 
to values for residence sites. 

The Weather Bureau tract is weU situated for residential purposes, ai^d is considered 
by those having a kuowledge of loc^ real estate values to oe worth $50 pei: acre, not 
including, of course, the value of the improvements. 

The special scientific investigations heretofore conducted ^t Mount Weather have 
Veen transferred to the new station established near Omaha, Nebr. , ^nd to Washington; 
and most of the scientific instrimftents and apparati^ have now bee^i removed. 

The chief obstacle to our continued use of the property is the present poor conditio^ 
of the road from Bluemout, affording access thereto. Ar^an^emeftt* have been made, 
however, to continue all needful ijfteteorologic^ ob^erv^tion^i at Mount Weather, 
including preservation and care of buildings an4 gro^^ds, ^t a cost pi less th^ $2,000 
pier auAum, 

The buildings and grounds have been inspected by officials of other bureaus of this 
department and are not found suitable for their use in any W^y, 

The buildings are of good, durable construction, are fairly well anw^g^d, and could 
be adapted for use as a summer hotel or country club, a sanitarium,^ pr possibly for 
school pujrposea. 
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Whether this property should be sold at private or public sale is, we think, a ques- 
tion that should be left to the judgment of Congress, with a recommendation that the 
present valuation of the property be set at $112,000. 

Based on personal observation of the Chief of the Weather Bureau extending over 
the entire period back to several months before the date of purchase, it is believed 
the location of this property is such that neither the buildings nor grounds could be 
leased to advantage in any way, either as a whole or in part, and such action is not 
recommended. 

It is also impracticable to dispose of the property to advantage at forced sale at this 
time, and it is recommended it be held for sale later when a reasonable price may 
possibly be had. 

Respectfully submitted. 

D. F. Houston, Secretary, 

The Chairman: I also have two communications here from the 
Treasm*y Department on the subject which,' without objection, will 
be inserted at this point. 

(Said communications follow:) 

Treasury Department, 
WashiTigton, June 8 ^ 1921. 
Hon. G. H. Haugen, 

Chairman Committee on Agriculture, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C, 

My Dear Mr. Chairman: Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of June 6, rela- 
tive to a hearing on Friday, June 10, on H. R. 5901, and in which you have expressed 
the desire that a representative of this bureau attend the hearing. 

Inasmuch as the entire bill pertains to education and the vocational rehabilitation 
of disabled soldiers, sailors, and marines, veterans of the World War, this matter 
should properly be discussed before your committee by the Director of the Federal 
Board for Vocational Education. I therefore beg to make the suggestion to you. 
If, however, there is any information which a representative of this bureau can sup- 
ply your committee, upon notifying me such person will be present at the hearing. 
Very truly, yours, 

C. R. Forbes, Director. 



Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Public Health Service, 

Washington. 
Hon. G. N. Haugen, 
House of Representatives y Washington^ D, C. 

Dear Mr. Haugen: It is desired to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 6th 
instant, inclosing copy of H. R. 5901, concerning the acquirement of the property in 
Virgjinia known as Mount Weather for use in the care of sick and disabled discharged 
soldiers. 

Of course, should you so desire it, a representative of this service would be glad to 
attend the hearing on the 10th instant on this bill. It is presumed that this office 
will be notified further concerning the hour of such hearing. 

It may be of interest in this connection to advise that this property has been in- 
spected more than once by the Public Health Service as to its possibilities for use in 
tne care of discharged disabled ex-service men and has invariably been reported as 
unsuitable for that purpose, so far as the Public Health Service is concerned. 

It seems wise to say also that, since, under the law, the hospitalization of discharged 
disabled ex-service men and women is a responsibility placed upon the Director of 
the War Risk Insurance Bureau, it would be eminently proper for some representative 
of that bureau to pass judgment on the matter rather than the Public Health Service. 
The Public Health Service, under exisitng arrangements, is an agency through which 
the Director of the War Risk Insurance Bureau obtains medical care and treatment 
for his beneficiaries, and all arrangements for the care of discharged ex-service men 
and women must, in accordance with the law, receive the general approval of the 
War Risk Insurance Bureau. 

For the Surgeon General. 
Respectfully, 

J. D. Long, 
Surgeon^ Executive Officer. 
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The Chairman. What do you have to say about this transfer ? 

Mr« Clabk. It is submitted that the most desirable plan for the 
disposition of Mount Weather at this time would be for me Congress 
to pass necessary legislation authorizing its sale, according to the 
recommendation of the commission composed of the Secretaries of 
Agriculture, Treasury, War, and Navy, made to the Speaker of the 
Htouse of Representatives, Decembw 28, 1920. 

Ttis land was bought and the buildings erected by the United 
States Government, which owns and hcuds them. The Weather 
Bureau of the Department of Agriculture is custodian and respon- 
sible for the plant and those buildings. We must care for tnem 
and we must maintain them and we are doing that, but it is not 
believed desirable to transfer the use and custodv of this reserva- 
tion to any institution unless same be responsible for its mainte^ 
nance and care. 

The Chairman. This matter has been up for a number of years, 
and you have been trying to dispose of this property, have you not? 

Mr, Clark. We believe the Government should properly dispose 
of that land now by sale. It can not be made available or made 
use of by any of the Government departments. The departmental 
commission of the four Secretaries made a very exhaustive inquiry 
as to its Dossible use and addressed everv executive department, 
indudins; St. Elizabeth's and the local health office and tne Public 
Health Serxdce, M^bo could possibly utilize that establishment 

Hie Chairman. Have you a copy of that report with you ? 

Mr. Clark. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Will you supply that report for the record i 

Mr. CuLRK. Yes, sir; and I will state in addition that the Depart* 
ment of Agriculture before that report used every possible efiFort to 
utilise this reservation in connection with its Bureau of Plant Indus- 
try, and other branches of the Department of Agriculture, and it 
was found inadvisable and uneconomical to transfer any of its work 
to Mount Weather, and utilize it in connection with activities of 
the Dopartoient. 

(The report referred to follows:) 

December 28, 1920. 

> The SPfeiLKBB OF THE HOUBB OV RepREBENTATIYEB* 

Sni: The following proviaon appears in the act making appropriatkHte for the 
' Wea'^er Bnfeau, Department of Agriculture, for ibe fiscal year ending June 30, 
1^1 (Public^ No. 234, 66th Cong.): 
^''A t:omn]L]flnon composed of the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary oi the 

Treasury, the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of the Navy is her^y appointed 
to make an examination of the premises known as Mount Weather, in the counties 
of Loudoun and Clarke, in the State of Virginia, and comprising eighty-four and 
eighty-one one-hundred^ acres of land, more or less, together with the buildings 
and other improvements thereon, including laboratories, cottages, sheds, stables, 
shops, heating and power plants, kite shelter, and other buildings, of whatever nature, 
togeth^ witii all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto belonging, and to 
report to Congress on the first day of the next session thereof whether said premises 
can be suitably used as a sanitarium or as a home for disabled soldiers, sailors, or 
marines, or can be profitably utilized in any other way in connection with any other 
gorvemmental function, and to make such reconmiendation in the premises as in the 

. judgment of the commission may be deemed to the best interest of the Government." 
In accordance with this plt)\'ifiion, the commission has the honor to subiiiit the 
following report: 
It does not se^m feasifole to maintain the Mount Weather Station as a home for 

i dioabiecl aoldiers, sailors, or marines. The objection to its use for this purpose is its 
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i8<Jlation and inaccessibility,' with consequent heavy fixed charges for maintenance 
anS operation. After necessary alterations and repairs have been made, not more 
than 120 patients could be accommodated, and the overhead expenditures per patient 
therefore would compare very unfavorably with like expenses for the operation of 
other similar governmental institutions. It would be exceedingly difficult to secure 
and retain a competent medical and ^u^8ing personnel, because of the isolated loca- 
tion of the station, and the transportation of supplies, especially during the winter 
months, would involve a ,very heavy expense. Even if the facUities or the station 
[were extended to provide for the accommodation of a larger number of patients, it 
would be necessary immediately to expend a considerable sum for the construction 
of additional buildings, the enlargement of the water supply, and other improvements, 
and the objectionable features of isolation, inaccessibility, and heavy operating cost 
' would still remain. 
. With the view of determining whether the property could be used for any other 
governmental purpose, the matter was brought to the attention of the following: 
The Astrophysical Observatory, Smithsonian Institution; Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
Department of Commerce; Bureau of Standards, Department of Commerce; Geologi- 
cal Survey, Department of the Interior; Bureau of Mines, Department of the In- 
. terior; St. Elizabeths Hospital; health department, District of Columbia. 
'. The agencies have reported to the commission either that the station is not needed 
■ by them or that it can not be advantageously utilized in connection with their activi- 
'^ties; and, after thorough consideration, it does not seem feasible or desirable to make 
use of the station in the prosecution of any feature of the work of the Department of 
.. Agriculture. During the years from 1904 to 1914, while the station was uaed by the 
Weather Bureau, meteorological observations and investigations, especially with 
reference to the exploration of the upper air, were conducted there. The results 
have been published in the bulletin of the Mount Weftther Observatory, and it is 
'no longer advantageous to prosecute meteorological investigations at Mount Weather. 
As the investigation of the commission has failed to develop a profitable use of the 
station by the Government it is recommended that the property be sold at public 
auction. The natural beauty of the location, the delightful climate during the sum- 
mer months, and its comparative proximity to Washington, should make it peculiarly 
suitable for a resort for tourists or boarders, and it may be possible to dispose of it 
for this purpose. 
^ It is su^ested that the following provision be inserted in the Agricidtural appro- 
priation bul for the fiscal year 1922: 

"That the Secretary of Agriculture be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to sell to the highest bidder, at public or private sale, the premises known as Mount 
. Weather, in the counties of Loudoun and Clarke, in the State of Virginia, and com- 
prising eighty-four and eighty-one one-hundred ths acres of land, more or less, to- 
gether with the buildings and other improvements thereon, including laboratories, 
cottages, sheds, stables, shops, heating and power plant, kite . shelter, and other 
buildings of whatever nature, together with aU the rights, easements, and appurte- 
nt^nces thereto belonging, at such time, in such manner, and upon such terms as he 
may deem for the best interests of the United States; to convey such property to the 
purchaser thereof for the usual quitdaim deed, and to deposit the psoceeds of such 
sale in the Treasury of the United States as a miscellaneous receipt after deducting 
the expenses incident to such sale; but the Secretary of Agricidture shall reserve the 
right to reject any and all bids if it is in the public interest to do so, and to read- 
vertise the property under conditions provided herein as of ten as may be necessary 
to accomplish sale." 
Respectfully submitted. . . 

D. F. Houston, 
Secretary of the Treasury^ 
Newton D. Baker, 

Secretary of War, 
JosEPHus Daniels, 

Secretary of the Navy, 
£. T. Mbrbdith, 
Secretary of Agriculture, 

Commission, 

The Chairman, What does the department have to say about this 
suggestion? 

A&. Clabk. It is believed desirable to authorize its sale. As to 
this particular bill, H. R. 5901, at first glance it does not appear to 
contain provisions securing complete protection to the department in 
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its responsibility for this land and property. It does not supply funds 
or any provisions for the upkeep and maintenance of the institution 
to whom it is proposed to transfer it, while it is undei* their tenancy 
ind occupancy. There is nothing in the bill that obUgates the occu- 
pants of the building to care for and maintain the property in prop^ 
condition. If the Government would be legally safeguarded in its 
custody of the property — and of course we are willing to do anything 
that is the desire of Congress — we would have no objection to the 
transfer of this property to this institute or to any responsible estab- 
Ushment; that is, ii those necessary provisions which we have men- 
tioned are added and the departments are entirely safeguarded 
legally in regard to the custody, the care and the responsibility for 
Government-owned land, buildmgs, and property. 

The Chairman. After all, the Government has invested over 
$200,000 there, and we ought to know something about the terms 
under which it is to be turned over, as you suggest; but can this 
property be made use of by any other department or can it be dis- 
posed 01 and something realized from its sale ? 

Mr. Clark. As indicated here, we have made every possible 
inquiry, not only in our own department but of all the Government 
departments, and similar inquiries were made by the commission 
composed of the several Secretaries, and no Government bureau or 
department can use the plant. 

The Chairman. What effort have you made to sell it ? 

Mr. Clark. We have taken no steps toward its sale without 
authority and consent of Congress first had. We have simply made 
requests to Congress in our estimates in the agricultural appropria- 
tion biU for its sale. 

The Chairman. It has been suggested time after time that you 
should ascertain whether it is possible to sell it and then report back 
to Congress, 

Mr. Clark.. And we reported and recommended that it be sold. 

The Chairman. But yoii have not submitted any oflFers. 

Mr. Clark. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Have you any to submit now ? 

Mr. Clark. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Have you ever had any ? 

Mr. Clark. No, sir. 

The Chairman. Then what effort has been made to dispose of it 
or to ascertain whether it can be disposed of at a reasonable amount ? 

Mv, Clark. No eflfort has been made by the department to dispose 
of it without prior authority for its sale being secured from the 
Congress. 

The Chairman. You do not need any authority to ask for informal 
offers to ascertain if it could be sold for a reasonable amount. The 
,x^omIaitte6 had in mind that the department should make some effort 
i^t least to procure offers on this property, and that Congress then 
would pass on the matter. The committee did not feel that it ou^ht 
to give the department authority to sell at any price, but tiiat if it 
had any bids to submiti the committee would give the matter con* 
sideration. 

Mr. Clark. I think the legal officers of the Qoyernment woiald 
require, before advertising and requesting bids, that there should be 
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some prior act of Congress ^ving them authority and indicating t&e 
willin^ess and desire of thi Co^ees to seU Government pro]^rty. 

The Chairman. The business way is to ascertain for what the 
property can be sold. The department tliat has the matter in charge 
could negotiate witii parties as to the sale of the property and it 
seems to me that is what ought to be done, liie Goyemment has 
invested here over $200,000, and the department ought to take 
enough interest in the $200,000 investment to at least ascertain what 
it can be sold for. 

Mr, Clark. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. This is a matter that has been up for several years 
and the committee has gone over it time after time. 

Mr. Clark. You womd suggest then that informally we make 
further inquiry as regards a possible purchaser and a possible sale 
price and present to the committee in definite form the possibility 
of its sale at some reasonable price ? 

The Chairman. It seems to me that would be the proper course 
to pursue. There is no reason why that $200,000 wortn of property 
should go to waste, and in addition to that you are put to the expense 
of maintaining it. I understand you employ people there to take 
care of it. 

Mr. Clark. Necessarily we have two custodians there at a cost of 
about $1,400 a year. 

The Chairman. You have more than one custodian ? 

Mr. CZ'ARK. We have two; one at $720 and one at $600, or a 
total of about $1,400, as of course we must protect and mamrain it. 
Heating of huiidmg> is expensive: it does noi require it now, but at 
the time we were running the plant it took 300 tons of coal per year 
to keep the central heating plant £X>ii^. Coal, before we closed the 
plant, cost more to transport from Bluemont to the power plant than 
it cost to transport from the mines to Bluemont, That is one ex- 
ample of the difficulties and expenses of administering the establish- 
ment at that isolated place. 

The Chairman. It is a haul of 6 miles ? 

Mr. Clark. It is, up the mountain. 

The Chairman. How much money did you expend for roads there f 

Mr. Clark. As originally purchased, these pounds were wholly 
unimproved, and as Duildings were completed suitable roads and 
driveways were laid out through the reservation, 
, When finished, the length of these roads and driveways was ap- 
proximately 2,775. feet, with an average width of 16 feet. During 
the construction of Weather Bureau buildings, the bureau purchase? 
a;$toi^; crusher,, by means of, which, all the crushed stone required 
'for conQrete work and road building was produced at actual cost, 
the stcm^ being ojbtained on the reservation. 

/..This crushed ^s tone was distributed over, the driveways from time 
'io t4me, cobblestone gutters prepared, along such sections as required 
drai90'g|^,,all the work involved 5)eing done by the laborers employed 
-fpr.g^raJt. purposes. , . . . 

Estimating the 6ost value of the crushed stone at $2 per cubic 
ly^ar^y th« pqst of the driveways as coimpl^^ed (2,775 feet) was about 

f«5ipe0v,:;\,. ::/•/;;: ;;: .. .,.■ ,. ..' '^' . . ■;. ' , :. ■ \. . 

The only road construction that we ihade w^ in th^ reservation. 
The Chairman. That item does not seem to be included. 
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Mr. Clark. I will show what part was allocated for building roada 
in our reservation. 

The Chairman. That is not included in the $209,527.70? 

Mr. Clark, No, sir; that is in the maintenance of the grounds. 
Of course, we could do no building or repair work on the moimtain 
road from our reservation to Bluemont, some 6 nailes. 

Mr. Jacoway. What will it cost to buHd that road ? 

Mr. Clark. It will cost considerable to make it available even for 
Army trucks. 

Mr. Jacoway. Will it cost $150,000 ? 

Mr. Clark. It will cost $15,000 a mile. 

The Chairman. Are we to understand that the department inakes 
no recommendation in this matter ? 

Mr. CiiARK. The department recommends the sale of the Mount 
Weather reservation, and has no other specific recommendation, 
except if it is planned to pass this bill, that it should be amended so 
as to saf^uard the Government in connection with the point that I 
mentioned as to the disposal of Government property; also, the 
department should be relieved of all the responsibility of the expense 
of maintaining it after it is transferred. 

Mr. Jacoway. What amount of permanent buildings woulcj it 
require to carry out the program ? 

Mr. Clark. Another quarter of a million dollars would be reauured 
to duplicate the three permanent buildings in order to proviae far 
a unit of 300 men as indicated by the Director of the Federal Board 
of Vocational Education. 

; Mr/jAcow AY. And how much for roads ? . ' 

1 Mr, Cl4RK. Of course, we can hot build the road outside: of the 
jGrovernment reservation, but it wbuld take — — 1 

J Bfr. Jacoway (interposing), $1,20,000? ^ 

Mr. Clark, At least $100,000.; Of course, that would have to be 
built by the State. . ^ 

! The Chair^han. We are ihuch obliged to you. ; 

STATEKElfT OF liJtS; 1; H. BOG0S. 

Mrs. BoGGs* Mr, Chainnan and gentlefaen of the conjmiitlee, dur^ 
ing^ the war I worked in Ijiospit^ls and ill camps and since the war to 
some extent. I find many pbys in the hospitals who are worn out 
and wearv of sitting day by 4^7 lop^^g at each other with nothing 
to do. TPhey want employment. They want to get away from the 
hospitals and have a toucn of. hunian life. Toward the close bt the 
war, in talking with the boys, I promised them I would* make an 
effort to find a place for therd whete they could be traihe^d, aiid Mount 
Weather applied to me after seeing the place. As long as it belongs 
to the Governinent it sees to me that these people should use it and 
8av(^ the . Govermqient that much. So, Mr, Bush-Brown and myself 
have been working on the proposition for some time with a view to 
having these boys there ana teaching them agriculture and horticul- 
ture, educating them, those who are not eaucatfed. There are a 
jiumber who can not read or write. Of course, they'would have to 
be trained from the beginning. 

. . A number of these T)oys ui the hospitals in time can do things 
when they a^e taught, ^ong the lines that we have taught them, 
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but if they remain in the hospitals indefinitely they become a charge 
upon the Grovernment and tney have no incentive to do anything, 
aid really m tune the Government will be overcrowded withli^ 
men and men who have learned to be absolutely idle and an expense 
to the Government to take care of them. If we take them in time 
we can train them to do thinjra to make them in a way partlv, if 
not whoDy, self-supporting. These boys who are discharged irom 
the hospitals and are considered weD, a number of them can not go 
out and do heavy work and yet they have not been trained to do 
anything. Through this institution we had hoped to train these 
young men and fit them to be able to make their living and not be 
a public charge all the rest of their lives. 

Take the little naval hospital you will find those boys sitting therel 
on the lawn — perhaps you have seen them as you have driven by, 
tired and weary. A number of them have said to me, *' Please taKe 
us awav from here, where we can have something to do. We are 
tired or looking at each other with our hands folded day after day/^ 
Before they went into the war and even after they went into the war 
they were employed all the time. It makes it very hard for them 
ana they really develop mental unfitness when they Uve that way. 

Mount Weather belongs to the Government and it seems that we 
ought to be able to use it in connection with the Vocational Board) 
the War Risk Insurance Bureau, and the Public Health Depart^ 
ment. It seems that none of these departments so far has oeen 
willing to take it over entirely. Mr. Bush-Brown is the one )vho has 
never seemed to weary about it. We have thoi^ght that the best 
thing to do was to bring these boys there and open a school and 
train them and also, durmg the summer months, we might take ur 
boys who were not able to do anything and give th^m a summer 
outing, which would make them very much more contenid^d and 
happier when they were returned in the winter to the hospitals— r 
those perfectly helpless and imable to do anything. Of course, we 
could not handle tne insane there, but those who are nervous from 
shell shock. I introduced work in the naval hospital, making 
cord hammocks and things of that kind. I found that it was 
perfectly wonderful. I introduced music. From there it was taken 
over to St. Elizabeths. Dr. Harmon said that in the psycopathic 
wards music seemed to wake them up and that then work finished 
it, that a number of boys in the psycopathic wards were absolutely 
restored, first, by music and then by work. 

The Chairman. Could you care for the tubercular patients there ? 

Mrs* BoGGS. Of course, they would have to be segregated; they 
could not be with the others. It would not be advisable to put 
them in the same building. 

The Chairman. Have we any tuberculosis hospital in the vicinity 
of Washington? 

. Mrs* BoGGS. Yes, I think so. There are some kept at Mount 
Alto Inn, over on Wisconsin Avenue, 

TTie Chairman. This would seem to be an ideal place? 

Mrs. BoGGS. A marvelous situation for tuberculosis. It is a 
beautiful coimtry with the Piedmont. Valley on one side and the 
Shenandoah Valley on the other side. It would probably be inac- 
cessible in the winter, when the roads are bad; but if we made up our 
minds to run it we would find some way to get over the roads. If 
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you can get them up there and get them established and interested 
m^ the place as their home, not as a hospital, just a touch of home 
with outdoor sports and indoor sports, it will be very beneficial. Of 
course, in time we must have homes for the soldiers absolutely disabled 
from age and from the infirmities of war; we will have to establish 
homes lor them* in time. If we should remove this school to a more 
accessible place that would make an ideal home for nervous as well 
as for tubercular patients. As long as it belongs to the Government 
and the Agricultm'al Department is spending some money on it, it 
appeals to me that we might use it for trainmg the soldiers. 

Mr. Jacoway. Do you feel that it would be a good place for tuber- 
cular patients ? 

Mrs. BoGOS. Marvelous. 

Mr. Jacoway. What is the altitude ? 

Mrs. BoGOS. Twelve himdred feet above the sea. The view is the 
most magnificent I have ever seen anywhere in Virgmia. 

Mr. Jacoway. Is the air light ? 

Mrs. BoGGS. It is perfectly fine when you get there. You feel 
that you want to stay forever. The first inclination, after you have 
been there half a day, is that you want to go to sleep. 

The Chairman. It is 1,725 feet above the sea level? 

Mrs. BoGGS. I understand that it is 1,200 feet above the valley 
on either side. 

Mr. Clarke. It is 1,750 feet. It is 1,200 feet from the floor of the 
valley. 

Mrs. BoGGS. Another thing, Mr. Chairman. We must be in touch 
and sympathy with the Government and the Government with us. 
We have to have fimds to rim this place. I think when it is estab- 
lished the boys of the country at large will feel that the Government 
will take care of them. It has been perfectly wonderful. We have 
never asked these gentlemen on the Hill to do for the boys that they 
have not been willing. I feel that we can get established there witri 
a certain amount of money. The heating and lighting plant and the 
laundry will have to be done over and &ced. There ynH be quite a 
little expenditure on that, and quite a little expenditure on thel)uild- 
ii^, repairing of the leaks in the roof, and things of that kind. I have 
been over the whole thing and know what has to be done. My idea, 
and I do not talk for all the others, was to ask for a certain amoimt 
of money from the Government to make all these necessary repairs 
and to put us on a footing to start. Then these memorial funds from 
the organizations who want to help us will come in and we will have a 
fund. The idea was to have a fimd and to continue this sdiool, but 
we can not run it at $35 a head per man from the Vocational Board; 
with only that money we could not repair and run that institution 
as it should be run; it would be absolutely impossible. What we 
really should have from the start is not only the property but a 
certain appropriation from the Government and to work in coopera- 
tion with them. Of course, I am confident that these gentlemen on 
the Hill — they have done so far everything that they have been asked 
to do for the boys— when they give the fund, I know that it will 
continue. So far, in a way, I have been at great expense myself, 
willingly. I know that Mr. Bush-Brown has done a great deal and 
has had to spend a good deal of his own personal fimds. There has 
never been a complaint. He has been willing and wonderful, and 
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Ibng £igo I should have been compelled to drop the matter except 
for his support. He has kept going all along. 

Mr. Bush^Brown. The inaccessihility can oe overcome by building 
a very fine 2 per cent grade road from !Uuemont up there. X have 
been all over the road and there is no engineering difficulty. We 
can make a splendid road at a very small expense. That womd give 
employment to the soldiers and would be something wholesonae to 
give them. 

, The Chairman. Can you tell us approximately the cost of building 
the road ? 
- Mr. Bush-Brown; I do not know ; it is hard to teU. 

Mr, Jacoway. The department's representative says that it will 
cost about $100,000. 

Mr. Bush-Brown. To build' a road up there^? 

Mr, Jacoway. Yes> sir, 

Mr. BusHrBRowN. That might be if they give it out by contract 
and some man is to make a big profit. We could do it with the 
rehabilitated soldiers for $4,000 a mile easily. 

The Chairman. YiThat would you suggest, a hard-surface road ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir; the rock is all there. It is perfectly 
easy to do it. There are absolutely no engineering difficulties to 
overcome. 

I should like to say; for the record that I have a letter from Congress- 
man Moore. He is in the hospital and could not be here to attend 
this meeting. 

The Chairman. Was it agreeable to Mr, Moore that we sl^ould go 
on with the hearing^^ to-day i 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. You have his letter to that effect? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes^ sir; it is a personal letter. 

Mrs. BoGOS. I am perfectly willing to give my time to the work 
tor the benefit of the boys. We must have a^ fund to care for tbj9 
expe(nses incurred that can tkot be paid. There must be a fund rigrht 
OH so that these men employed tnere can be paid and so that tne 
men there can be paid. First of aU, the repairs must be made. Of 
course, if we get an appropriation froon the Government to put thia 
heating plant and all tne other things in that would hav^ to be done, 
we would have to go about it in an absolute business way and get 
the machinery m runmng order before we bring the bovs there. 

The Chairman. What is your idea about the possibility of raising 
funds for the institute ? 

Mrs. BooGs. I think that if we could secure the cooperation of the 
Government that the American Legion, the Womb's Federated 
Clubs, and the Kni^ts of Columbus would all come; to our rescue. 
I think, perhaps, private individuals will give memorial fimds in 
memory of their own boys who fell. 

Mr. Jacoway. Have you secured assurance of that in any way by 
letter? \ > ': ■ , 

•Mrs. BoGG^s. YeSy sir; I have had quite a number of letters from 
friends and from different ones interested. I have also had a message 
from a lai^ banking corporation stating that they will give some- 
thing because of the losses which the corporation itself has suffered. 
At tne same time, we must be on a firm footing and we must kno^ 
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where we stand in a financial way brfore we bring the boys in, be* 
cause I do not feel that we could assume anv responi^biUty. 
The Chaikman. We are very much obliged to you, Mrs, Boggs, 

STATEXSNT OF MRS. TDBLOtlMlA HQITEO. 

Mrs. MoNEO. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, it 
seems to be conceded tiiat the most miportant thin^ before us is the 
way our soldiers are being treated, A^ far as raising funds is con- 
cerned, I have been speaMng of it to men that did not know that 
there was any swdi project, and they have said, ^^I will not do any- 
thing more for Qiina or the Near East <»- the Far East or anything 
else; anything further which I do is going to be for the disabled 
soldiers. 

I have also been at the hospitals and have visited the boys. I 
lectured for the Red Cross during the war, to the people over in 
Hawaii and other places, how we had learned to do so much rehabili- 
tation for our soldiers. That was the one great thought in my lecture 
wox4c» It has been distressful that there has been so much unhap- 
piness among the boys. I do feel that if we could do something that 
would make the boys feel that it was simply an institution that would 
give them more of the atmosphere of home it would mean everything 
to them. The psycopathic boys and tJie shell shocked boys, I have 
talked with them a number of times. Mrs. lliomas Walsh and I 
went to New York and we distributed personally eight hundred or a 
thousand articles to the boys she and I had gotten together, and die 
boys were very grateful. I think tiiat an institute of this sort would 
mean everythmg to many of our boys in getting them started in the 
right way. 

Mr« Bush*-Brown. Mr. Bucklew, who is preset, has been helping 
to take care of the disabled soldiers* I should like to introduce him. 

STATEHEITT OF MS. SAM BTTCKLliW. 

Mr. Bucklew. I think I have talked to the chairman on the subject- 

I have been spendii^ all my time since the armistice was signed 
taking care of disabled soldiers, particulariy in the tuberculosis camps. 

Mr. Jacoway. You have done it well. 

Mr. Bucklew. I did the best I could. I ttdnk ffom w4iat I have 
heard here and what the representative of the Government has said 
that there is no place anywhere on the eastern coast more satisfactory 
for the inactive tubercular patients than that place. 

There is one thing that a great many people do not understand 
and that is a tubercular person as to bem^ contagious or communi- 
cable. When a man becomes inactive he is no more communicable 
to the outside world than you are. You are nbw, gentlemen, Idoking 
at an inactive tubercular. I do not look like a corpse. I do hot 
believe it and I do not feel it. I have had the (feeafee. I have gon^ 
throu^ the sweat and I know what it is. There is no more danger 
in an mactive man coming in contact with you or me than anybody 
else. So there will be no danger in that respect. Yoli can not take 
anything up there, for the work for which the institution is intended, 
except tne inactive and atrrested eases. The arrested cases are the 
only ones which you can take up there, and the disease wpuld n^y^fr 
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-come back on him because the climate, the altitude and the light 
work assigned to him would tend to prolong life* 

The Chairman. It has seemed to me that that would be an ideal 
spot. 

Mr. BucKLEW. Yes, sir. I want to ^ay to you that there is not a 
thing to-day that is attacking our Government more severely than 
those who are called tuberculars. We have something like 46,000 of 
them. We have less than 15,000 of them hospitalized to-day. 

Mr. Jacoway. Ex-service men? 

Mr. BucKLEW. Yes, sir. We have between forty and fifty thou- 
sand, at most 15,000 have been hospitalized, and 30,000 are walking 
over the country spreading the disease. That is an unfortunate con- 
dition. I have the statistics on that. 

Mr. Jacoway. You have the statistics ? 

Mr. BucKLEw. I have the Federal Board's report and the Public 
Health Service report. 

Mr. Jacoway. What about that being put into the records, is it 
very voluminous ? 

Mr. BucKLEW. No; I think I can get it up for you without very 
much trouble. It is just a small report. It is a summary of the 
extent of tuberculosis. I think I can cover it in one sheet of paper. 

Mr, Jacoway. If the chairman has no objection, I think it would 
be well to place that in the record. 

The Chairman. Without objection, it will be so ordered. 

Mr. BucKLEw. I have it not here, but I will submit it to the 
committee. 

The Chairman. What is Mr. Moore's desire in this matter, does 
he want to be heard ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. I do not think so. 

• The Chairman. Do you want the hearings to be continued or 
closed now? Have you any more witnesses ? 

Mr. Bush-Brown. No, sir. Mr. Moore is very much in favor of 
this proposition. 

The Chairman. I know* He asked to have this hearing. 
> Mr. Bush-Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, I have made a 
tentative arrangement with the War Department to furnish trans^ 
portation for the committee' and the friends of this organization to 
go to Mount Weather to inspect the property, and if the chairman 
or any other member of the committee will apply to the Secretary 
of War for that transportation it will be fumishea at such time and 
place as they designate. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, Mr. Sweet, of Iowa, was invited to 
appear before the committee this morning, but in view of the fact 
that he is in charge of a biU, he was unable to be present. 
^ (A letter subsequently received from the Secretary of Agriculture 
in reference to Moimt Weather is printed, as follows:) 

Departmbnt of Agriculture, 

Washington^ June f5, 1921, 
Hon. Gilbert N. BUuoen, 

Chairman Committee on Aaricultur^y 
/ Hoiise of Representatives. 

• Dear Mr. Haugbn: Pursuant to recent verbal request upon the; officers of the 
Weather Bureau for an expression from the department on tne status of the Mount 
Weather property, I wish to invite your attention to the report to the Speaker of the 
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House of Eepresentatives, dated December 28, 1920, of a commission composed of the 
Secretary of Agriciilture, Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of War, and Secretary 
of the Navy, recommending that me premises and property Imown as Mount Weather 
be sold at public auction; also to hearings before the Committee on Agriculture on ' 
Jime 10, 1921, in connection with H. R. 5901, ** To permit the Soldiers Institute to 
occupy the Government property known as Mount Weather, *' etc. 

As you will recall, the above-mentioned commission made a thorough canvass of 
the situation, but was imable to find any branch of the Government which could 
make profitable use of the Mount Weather property; and its utilization as a home for 
disabled soldiers, sailors, or marines, for reasons stated in the report, did not seem 
feasible. It was the unanimous opinion of the commission that Congress should be 
requested to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to sell this property, and to this 
end the following was drafted: 

"That the Secretary of Agriculture be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to sell to the highest bidder, at public or private sale, the premises known as Mount 
Weather, in the coimties of Loudoim and Clarke, in the State of Virginia, and com- 
prising eighty-four and eighty-one one-himdredths acres of land, more or less, together 
with tne buildings and other improvements thereon, including laboratories, cottages, 
sheds, stables, shops, heating and power plant, kite shelter, and other buildings of 
whatever nature, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto 
belonging, at such time, in such manner, and upon such terms as he may deem for 
the best interests of the United States; to convey such property to the purchaser 
thereof by the usual Quitclaim deed and to deposit the proceeds of such sale in the 
Treasury of the United States as a miscellaneous receipt, after deducting the expenses 
incident to such sale; but the Secretary of Agriculture shall reserve the rieht to reject 
any and all bids if it is in the public interest to do so, and to readvertise the property 
under conditions provided herein as often as may be necessary to accomplish sale." 

It is believed tnat the reser/ation contained in the foregoing pro^dslon, whereby 
the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to reject any and all bids if found in the 
public interest to do so, will fully safeguard the Government and prevent the necessity 
of accepting a price which is not reasonable and proper. The property has served its 
purpose to this department, and I suggest that consideration be given to the enact- 
ment of suitable authority for its disposition, as recommended by the commission 
above referred to. 

Sincerely, yours, 

Henry C. Wallace, Secretary, 

(Thereupon the committee adjourned.) 
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